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HERE As the late Act of Parliament FF RO the 
Trade to Africa, made in the Ninth and Tenth Y ear of 
the Reign of his late Majeſty King William III. will 
F determine at the End of this preſent Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment. AND WHEREAS Monopolies in Trade have been found by. 


J nope to inf An Diſcouragements to Induitry, injurious to the 


and Freedom of her Majeſty's Subjects of Great Britain, and 
45 ive to the true Intereſt thereof; as well in Reſpect to Naviga- 
tion, as to the Woollen and other Manufactures. AND WH ERE- 
AS the Trade to Africa 1s very advan eous ka Great Britain, and ne- 
ceſſary to the Plantations thereunto belonging, and ought to be free. 
to all her Majeſty's Subjects thereof in a 1 ted Company. AND 
WHEREAS the Briti/h Settlements on the Coaſt of Africa ought to 


be maintained, and Contracts and other neceſſary Agreements made 


with the Natives in Africa continued and ſupported, that the 


- Plantations may be ſupply d with a ſufficient Quantity of Negroes at 


reaſonable Rates, and the ſaid Trade carry'd on to 1 — beſt Adyantage 
of her Majeſty's Subjects. BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED, 


and it is hereby ENACTED by the Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


by and with the Advice and Cones of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 

oral, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and 
for all and every the Subjects of Great Britain, and the Plantations 
thereunto belonging, to trade to any Part or Place in Africa between 
Cape Blanco the Cape of Good 1 Hope, in fuch Goods and in ſuch 
Quantities as he or my Thail think fit, paying ſuch Duties as the Com- 
pany, by this Act eſtabliſhed, ſhall be impower'd to lay on the ſaid 

Trade. AND for the better ſupporting and maintaining the Britiſb 
Settlements in Africa, BE IT ENAC" ED by the Authority afore- 
faid, That all the Subjects of Great Britain, and the Plantations theres. 
unto belonging, who ſhall trade to any of the Ports or Places in Afri- 
ca between Cape Blanco and the Cape of Good Hope, ſhall be a Hoop 
Politick i in Name and in Deed, yy the Name of 


and ſhall . . | 


+, in chat Nan to ſue and be ſued, Sha and be anſwered, and do 


any other Act which any other Body Politick or Corporate, as ſuch, 
can or may lawfully as; 3 AND, That her Majeſty by her Charter 


Fo, impower the ſaid Company to make By-Laws, Rules and Ordi- 
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nances for the good Government of the ſaid ew Made: with 5 6 4 


Jſe ee 224 oy þ any ad Walke 1 


inflict Penalties fo B 
be appropriated to the 


and may rant fuck e eflary for 88 


and — ing the ſaid Trade, for laying and ee 
the S not FS 0p Cent. on Ex WM 12 


Africa, and Imports from thence, (Gold and N excepted;) which F 
re- 


Duties ſhall commence le the Determination of the A 


mentioned, for EW the 3 to Africa but la as ſuch Co 
tion ſhall not be there impowered 0 trade 


cluſive of any of her Majeſty's s Subjects, or to obli Tige any of the Mem- 
bers of ſuch Corporation to 3 N other Nl fanner than by this 
Act they are impowered to do. D BE IT F URTHER EN- 


ACTED by the Authorit IN That wy of of hex Ma Fibel $ Sub. 


jects of Great Britain, or the Plantations, who ſh a at 17 


aſter deſire to be admitted a Member, or be made free o Frhe fa _”_ 
poration, he or they, reſpectively paying, f for ſuch his or their Admiſ- 
ſion, the Sum o unto the Goyernor 

Gorpany ray ke t , ſhall become a Member of thelaid Com 


pa, and ſhall have t be Een of of Trading within the 
aid; in ſuch Manner as he t üben i Hues to the Laws 


and Rules YN the ſaid Com ointed 
this AQ. AND BE TT 1 ENACTED. Tr ani 
nies paid upon Admiſſions of Freemen into the faid Company, and t 


Monies which ſhall be paid for the [has Duties as Sena {hall 
e by the ſaid Governor and Compan mpany, and their Succeſſors, for 
porting ra and fs des aks 1 7 ene 
erected in Africa, r paying the Royal African Company an Equi- 
we for their Intereſt in the S oe Farts and FA Nin fs as is 
herein after directed, and for other Occaſions needful fox the 
and Improvement of the ſaid Trade. And for better adjuſting the ſaid 
uivalent to be paid to the Royal African Company, BE IT EN- 
ACTED by th N Authori aforeſaid. that it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for the Royal 4 African Company, to chuſe Perſons, 
andtoand for the General Court of the Company hereby eſtabliſhed ta to 
chuſe the like Number of Perſons, which E erſons, or any 
odr more of them are * impoyered and re- 
quired to meet and adjuſt the true Value of all ſuch Forts and Settle- 
ments'in Africa, as now are in the Poſſeſſion of the Royal African 


Company, or their Agents; 3 And in Caſe the aforeſaid Perſons fo no- 


minated, or any or more of them ſhall not agree in their 
Eſtimation, A Day of 
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Thin the fid Refereds tre 


I to chufe one or ofs 


Umpires, ſuch as they ſhall j moſt proper to decide and deter- 
mine kbe ſaid But in Caſe ae file Royal Afritan Suren 
ſhall not be willing to part with their ſenerefl the fad Settlement, 


but continue to carry on their Trade, in fach Caſe the Cori — 
by eſtabliſhed ſhall 1 4 competent Sum early, out of the Pu- 
ties hereby to be raiſed upporting and maintaining all neceſſary Forts 
12 in Africa, — for 7 preventing any Endeavours of the 
oyal African Company to clude the Deſign of this A&, 5 ly os pro- 
curing any of their Members to be admitted 5 the Compan 

who being concerned in the ſaid eters, mar $ 998 
ares, Bonds, of other Debrs due from rhe faid Company, may ne 
— become Freemen of the Company hereby citabliſhed; and 
by that Meaits be cmitbled to the Nomination not only of the Re: 
fertes, for adjtiſtirig the ſaid Valuation on the Part of the fd Com- 
pany hereby eſtabliſhed; but alſo of thoſe to be named on the Part of 
the Royal African Company. BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED 
by the Authority aforeſaidy That no Perſon or Perſons, who at the 

te of Nomination or Choice of the faid Referees and Um 
ſhall bo an Owner or Owners of any of the faid Royal African Com- 
Pany's Stock, Shares, or Bonds, or any Ways concerned, directly 
or indirectly, in the Debts, Shares, or F of the ſaid Royal Afrt- 
pong ons nal altho* he or they become # Freeman or Freemert of 
mpariy heroby eſtabliſhed, ſhall have ary Vote or Right to 
= or jr mom ſuch Refercbs or Unipiyes on the Behalf of the 
424. — nor be capable of being 4 Referee 


Umpire or Umpire, or Governor, or Def ty-Goyer- 
ror _ the Gonip Company — Is ed, untittheſma' ee fhalf 
AND BE FF FUR'THER ENAGT by the Au- 


— aforclaid, That the Governor and Cotnpany hereby cftabHſied 
by their By.Laws appoint the Manner for rhe Paymenit of the 

Cd Dates in fuck Tine and Form as hall be thought moſt conve- 
niente and as the Neceſſity of the ſaid Company and the Benefit of 
Trade ſhalt require provided no ſuch By-Laws; Ordinintes; or 

ales ſhall any Way extend to the limiting fat Sort or Quantity 
of Goods erſon who is free of the ſaid Company hill export to 
Afrita,y or what he ſhalb bring from thence, nor of vhm or for what 
he ſnalt buy or ſell the ſame; it being the Intent of thif Act, that 
every” Member of the ſaid Company ſhill be left free in thoſe Matei, 
chat a Mio may be avoided, and the . of che Wool 
len and other Mianufactures of this Kingdom may be increafed.. AN 


BE FF ENAC FED by the en afbreſuid, That no Perſon” or 
* Per- 
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Perſons whatſoever, not being free of the ſaid. Compan „or any Per- 
ſon being free, who hath not firſt paid or ſecured all Duties aforeſaid, 


according to the Directions of the General Court of the ſaid Gover- 


nor and Company, ſhall preſume to ſhip off any Goods, Wares, or 


Merchandizes whatſoever, with Intent to trade to, at, or from any 


Part or Places within the Limits aforeſaid, upon Pain of 


all ſuch Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes, one 


10 Part thereof to the Uſe of her Majeſty, 
her Heirs and Succeſſors, one other Part 
thereof to the Uſe of the ſaid Company hereby eſtabliſhed, and the o- 
ther Part thereof to him or them, who ſhall 
ſeize, inform, or ſue for the ſame in any of her Majeſty's Courts of 
Record at Weſtminſter, by Bill, Plaint, Information, or other Action; 
wherein no Eſſoign, Protection, Wager of Law, Noli proſequi, or 
more than one Imparlance ſhall be allowed. AND BE IT FUR- 
THER ENACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Gover- 
nor or Deputy-Governor for the 'Time being, or any | | 
or more of the Aſſiſtants of the Company hereby eſtabliſhed, ſhalland 
may under the Common Seal of the ſaid Company appoint or autho- 
rize any Perſon or Perſons, in any Parts or Places in Great Britain, or 
the Plantations, to admit any Perſon or Perſons to be free of the faid 
Company, upon Payment of the ſaid Sum of | 
and taking the Oath of a Freeman of the {aid Company. And that 
if any Governor, Deputy-Governor, or other Officer, of any of the 
Britiſh Forts or Settlements, erected, or to be erected, in Africa, 
within the Limits aforeſaid, ſhall at any Time hereafter obſtruct or 
hinder any Perſon or Perſons, being free of the ſaid Company hereby 


eſtabliſhed, from trading with the Natives in Africa, ſuch Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, or other Officer ſo offending, ſhall pay to the Per- 
ſon or Perſons ſo obſtructed or hindered 1 which ſuch 


Perſon or Perſons ſo obſtructed or hindered ſhall make appear he hath 


ſuffered or ſuſtained by ſuch Hindrance or Obſtruction, to be reco- 


vered in any of her Majeſty's Courts at Yeſftminſter, or in _— the 
Courts in the Britiſh Plantations in America, wherein no 


lance ſhall be allowed. And to the end as much of the Woollen 
nufactures of this Kingdom may be vendedas is poſſible, BE II EN- 


ACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, 'That it ſhall and may be law- 


ful for any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, being free of the faid Com- 
pany, for the Security of their Goods, to erect a Houle or Factory 


in any Part or Place in Africa, within the Limits aforeſaid, for the 


better carrying on his or. their Trade; which Houſe or F I 


dign, 
Wager of Law, Privilege, or Protection, or more than one _ 
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ſhall not be diſpoſed of to any Foreigner whatſoever, nor demoliſned 
without the Conſent af the ſaid Company; and if near any of the 
Forts, ſhall have the Protection thereof. AND BE IT FURTHER 
ENACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Company 
hereby eſtabliſhed ſhall, and they are hereby authorized and 1equired 


to, make Agreements with the Natives in Africa, neceſſary for the 


Preſervation of the ſaid Trade; and that no Perſon or Perſons ſhall 


make any Contract or Agreement with any King, Potentate, Power 
or People in Africa, within the Limits ac, for any Trade, or 
Advantage in Trade, excluſive to any other Member of the Company 
hereby eſtabliſhed. And whereas the planting of Sugar-Cancs, In- 
digo, Ginger, and Cotton on the Coaſt of Africa, as hath been at- 
tempted by the Royal African Company, will tend to the great Pre- 
judice, if not utter Ruin of the Br:ziſþ Plantations and Colonies in 
America, for the Prevention thereof, BE IT ENACTED by the 


Authority aforeſaid, That all and ed; Perſon and Perſons, who ſhall 


at any. Time after tie || Dayof attempt 
to raiſe or cultivate any Cotton, Ginger, Indigo, Sugar-Canes, To- 


bacco, or other Commodities produced in the Britiſh Plantations or 


Colonies in America, or join, or be concerned with any of the Na- 
tives on the Coaſt of Africa, or others ſo doing, within the Limits a- 


foreſaid, every ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall - 
for every Rod or Pole of Ground, which he or they ſhall plant, or 


cauſe to be planted, or be concerned as aforeſaid in planting with any 
Sugar-Canes, Indigo, Cotton, Ginger, Tobacco, or other Commo- 
dities, produced in the Britiſh Plantations in America, 

Part thereof to the Uſe of ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as ſhall inform and 
ſue for the ſame in any of the Courts at Neſtminſter, and 
Part thereof to the Uſe of the Governor and Company eſtabliſhed by 
this Act, to be apply'd for and towards ſupporting the faid Forts and 
Settlements, and other neceſſary Charges of the ſaid Company. 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, AND BE IT ENACTED and De- 
clared by the Authority aforeſaid, 'That no Duty whatſoever ſhall be 
levied or collected in Great Britain, or in any of the Plantations or 
Colonies thereunto belonging, for any foreign Gold or Silver im- 
ported from Africa, but that the ſame may be landed without Entry 
or Declaration thereof; (any thing in this Act contained to the con- 
trary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding.) PROVIDED AL- 
WAYS, That nothing contained in this Act ſhall be interpreted 
to hinder or exclude amy, Perſon or Perſons from trading to that Part 
of Africa, commonly called Barbary, extending Southerly as far as 


Cape 


[6 ] 


Cape Abc. AND BE IT:FURTHER ENACTED by the 
mg kin . {That's Governor or wernor + 
= 7 Plinkiots of Colca th Food, or any of her 
aj 
— erſon er Perſons, for the Uſe or on the Behalf of ſuch Gover- 
Deputy-Governor, or Judge, ſhall be à Factor or Factors, A- 
cor A ents, for any Perſon of Perfons free of the Company here- 
Perfon oſſendin herein ſhall 
| art thereof to the Uſe Sof the Danes: and the other 
Part thereof to the! Uſe of the Compan eftablithed, 
be recovered. PROVIDED Allo, That if any Ship of Veſſel t 
2 to the Coaſt of Africa, and the Gods or Merchindizesex 
therein, ſhall be eaſt away, or otherwiſe T6{t or de 


udges in any Court there for the Time being, or any 
eftlabliſhed, for Sale or Diſp 
ww be recovered as any other-Forfeitures or Pendlties in this Act 
ſuch Ship or Veſſel ſhall arrive at her Port or Place of 


2 1 * 8 1 rters of the ſaid Goods or 3 ize, in 
Ship or 0 ed; ſhall, upon their ee 
other Ship or Veſſel to che Coat py ivy be 150 


thereof upon Oath, ſo mueh of the Duties laid upon ech 
Merchandizes ſo loft as aforeſaid; (any thing herein contained to "He 
cont notwithſtanding.) PRO v ED ALWAYS; AN P BE, 


IT FURTHER ENACT ED by the Authority aforelaid, That if 
for the Couſt of 


any-Goods-or:Mercliandize, which fill be ex 

and ſhall have paid the 1 Genera Court 

of the Company hereby eſtabliſh be brought back again to 

Great Britain, or to any of her Melly" s Plantations or Colonies; it 
ſhall and muy be to export the faid' Goods again for Africa, 
without pa . any further Impoſitiem to the id Company for the 
ſame; Och being firſt made by one « or more eredible Perſbns, that 
the fame Goods H have already paid the Duties impoſed by the ſaid Ge- 


neral Court of the ſaid Company, and a true Copy of the e. of 


fuch Goods made upon the former Exportation thereof bein ng ith 

duced and atteſted upen Oath; by one or more eredible — 8. as 
iforeſaid: AND for ſupporting the Forts in Africa; neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of the ſaid Trade, BE, IF ENACTED by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid; That it ſhall and may be lawful for the Governor and 
Company kereby eſtabliſhed; to load; or eauſe to be loaded; on board 


1225 out ward bound Shi up or Veſſel trading to Africa, the Vuntir of 


ons of Goods, Ammunition; Stores and Pro- 
viſions, for the Uſe of the Forts and Garriſons in Africa, without pay- 
ing any Freight forthe ſame; whict ſaid Goods, Ammumition, Stores, 


Or 
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or Proviſions ſhall be unloaded at ſuch Port or Place in Africa to 
which ſuch Ship or Veſſe] is bound; And cvery, fych PRE Mtn 


ſhall like wife & on board for ſuch Place Soldiers, ac- 
cording to their Bulk, 40 he providedby the aid Company, and taken 


on board as often as required by the Governor or Gon any. hereby 
eſtabliſhed, at ſuch Price for their Paſſage as ſhall be'appolated b 
General Court of the ſaid Company, AND BE IT FURTH 
ENACTED by the Authorit aforeſaid, That every Perſon who 
{hall before the Day of wei Wy gh . | 

Se 51741 IL bog ee wor 10 eo tie gun 
of PR ag 0121 3 2 2 0.03 HG Gl Money of 
Great Britain, for the Uſe of the ſaid Company, ſhall and are hereby 
impowered to meet at the Guild- Hall in the City of London, on the 


e e and by Majority of Votes, 
by Ballot, Pole, or Scrutiny, chuſt a Governor and Depa -Gover- 
nor of the ſaid Company; which, Goyernor and Deputy-Governor, 
or either of them, arc hereby jmpoyered and required to ſummon all 
the Perſons, who have paid their Monies as aforcfaid, to meet within 

| | after the aforefaid Choice, and by Ma- 
jority of Votes, by Ballot, Pole or Scrutiny, to chuſe 
Peres who together with the ſaid Governor and Deputy-Gover- 
nor ſhall be the Court of Afiftants, for managing the Buſineſs of the 
ſaid Company, until the 2 Day of” 
OF n after, on which Day annually, or within 
after, all the Freemen and Members of the ſaid Com- 
pany, or the major Part of thoſe there preſent, ihall and may in like 
manner chuſe and elect, from amongſt themfelves, a Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, and of the moſt able and diſcreet Perſons 
of the ſaid Company, and who are Reſidents in or near the City of Lon- 
don, for to jay toes the faid Court of Aſſiſtants for the Year enſu- 
ing. AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Duties appointed by this Act ſhall be levied in the ſame 
Manner, and by the fame Method, as the Duty mentioned in the 
aforeſaid Act for ſettling the Trade to Africa, but for the Uſe of the 
Governor and Company hereby eſtabliſhed ; which Method is here- 
by appointed to be continued, until fuch Time only as the faid Me- 
thod ſhall be altered by her Majeſty's ſaid intended Charter, or by 
the Governor and Company hereby eſtabliſhed; who are then to give 


N thereof to the Commiſſioners of her Majeſty's Cuſtoms in 
London. | | 
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| HEREAS all Monopolies in Trade have to been eſteemed {3 ; 
injurious to the Liberty and Freedom of Majeſty's Sub- 

ects of Great Britain, and deſtructive of the true Intereſt 
thereof; AND WHERE As it hath been found by Experience, 
That a free Enlargement of Trade is the beſt: Incouragement to In- 
duſtry, hath tended to the great Improvement of the Woollen and 
other Manufactures, and to = maniteſt Increaſe of the Shipping and 
Navigation, as well as Seamen of this Kingdom; whereby many 


2 


Thouſands of all Sorts, of Handicraftsmen, . and others Her Majeſty's 
Subjects, have been ſupported and maintained, and the Wealth of 
this Nation greatly increaſed, AND W HER EAS the Trade to 
Africa is very advantageous to Great Britain, and neceſſary to the 
Plantations and Colonies thereunto belonging, and that for the better 
5 lying the ſaid Plantations and Colonies with a ſufficient number 
of Negroes at reaſonable Rates, and Improvement of the ſaid Trade, 
the ſame ought to be free to all Her Majeſty's Subjects of Great Bri- 
tain, and ofthe ſaid Plantations and Colonies, in a Regulated Com- 
pany, under ſuch Rules and Proviſions as may be for the Preſervation 
of 5 ſaid Trade, and maintaining ſuch Forts and Caſtles as are ne- 
ceſſary for that Purpoſe: AND WHERE AS an Act paſſed in 
the gth and 1oth Years of the Reign of his late Majeſty King William 
III. of ever Glorious Memory, for ſettling the Trade to Africa, hath 
not fully anſwer'd the End and Purpoſe thereby intended, Therefore 
be it Enacted, and it is hereby Enacted by the Queen's moſt Excel- 
len: Majeſty, and by and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this preſent Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, and by the SURELY of the ſame, That it ſhall, and may 
be lawful for al and every the Subjects of this Kingdom, and the 
Plantations and Colonies thereunto belonging, to Trade and Trafhck 
to any Port or Place in Africa, between Cape Blanco, and the Cape 
of Good Hope, with ſuch Goods, and in ſuch Quantity, as he or they 
ſhall think fit, he or they firſt making him or themſelves Free of the 
Company by this Act eſtabliſhed, and paying ſuch Duties as the 
Company by this Act eſtabliſhed ſhall be hereby impowered to lay on 
the Goods which ſhall be exported for the ſaid Trade. And the bet- 
ter to Uphold, Maintain Defend all ſuch Forts on the Coaſt of 


Africa 
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4h 
Africa, as ſhall be thought neceſſary for. the ſecuring and better car- 
rying on the ſaid Trade; BE IT ENACTED by the Authori- 
ty reſad, That all the Subjects of Great Britain, and of the Plan- 
tations and Colonies thereunto belonging, who ſhall Trade to any of 
the Ports or Places of Africa, between Cape Blanco and the Cape of 
Good Hope, ſhall be a Body Corporate and Politick in Name and in 
Deed, by the Name of | | 

and ſhall have Power, by that Name, to ſue and 
be ſued, anſwer and be anſwered, and to do any other Act, Matter 
and Thing, which any other Body Corporate or Politick, as ſuch, can 
or may lawfully do, and have a publick Seal; and that the ſaid Com- 


ny of 
FF Yoo | and their Succeſſors, for the Benefit and Management 
of the ſaid Trade in Manner as is herein after limited and declared, 
ſhall have all the Dominions, Regions, Countries, Territories, Con- 
tinents, Coaſts, Ports, Bays and Rivers lying and being within thoſe 
Limits, viz. Beginning at Cape Blanco in South Barbary incluſive, 
and extending from thence to the Cape De bona Eſperanza incluſive, 
with all the Iſlands near adjoining to thoſe Coaſts, and comprehend- 
ed within thoſe Limits aforeſaid, and all and ſingular Ports, Har- 
bours, Creeks, Iflands and Rivers in the Parts of Africa, or to them 
or any of them belonging, with free Liberty to Trade, ſettle and 
erect new Forts and Factories, and maintain and inlarge thoſe already 
erected, as ſhall from Time to Time be thought neceſſary, and to 
dig for in all or any Mines of Gold and Silver, or other Metal or 

ineral whatſoever, and thereof and therewith to Diſpoſe, Trade 
and Merchandize in Manner and Form as hereafter is appointed, to 
hold and enjoy the ſame to the ſaid Company and their Succeſſors for 
ever. 3 

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid 
N and their Succeſſors, and every or any of the Members 
and Freemen of the ſaid Company, under the Limits and Regulations 
herein after mentioned and expreſſed, and to and for no other Perſon 
or Perſons whatſoever, to Trade, Merchandize or Traffick to, at, 
and from all or any the Coaſts or Places aforeſaid; and alſo that any 
Perſon or Perſons being Subjects of Great Britain, or of the Planta- 
tions and Coloniesthereunto belonging, who ſhall at any Time here- 
after deſire to be a Member or Free of the ſaid Company, he or 
they reſpectively paying, for ſuch his Admiſſion thereunto, the Sum 
of YT OOO aan no more, unto the 
ſaid Governor and Company hereby eſtabliſhed, and taking the Oath 
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E 
appointed to be taken by the Freemen of the ſaid Company, ſhalt: 
thereby become a Member of the ſaid Company; and alſo that every 
Freeman or Member of the ſaid 2% have free full and in- 
erch 


tire Liberty and Privilege to Trade or andize to, at, and from 
all, or any the Coaſts or Places aforeſaid, . within the Limits afore - 
aid, when, and at ſuch Time and Times, and in fuch Manner, and. 
for as much Goods, Wares or Merchandizes. as they ſhall. be minded, bY! 
without any Reſtraint whatſoever; he or they, ſo trading to Africa 1 
as aforefaid, firſt paying unto the ſaid Governor and Company the 
Duty or Duties by them laid on all Commodities whatſoeyer export- 
ed or imported to and from Africa as aforeſaid, aceording to the 
Powers hereafter given for the Impoſing thereof, for and upon all 
ſuch Goods, Wares and Merchandizes (Gold and Negroes excepted) 
which he or they ſhall in ſuch their Trade Export or Import to and 
from any the Places aforeſaie. 3 

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Mo- 
nics ſo to be paid upon Admiſſions to a Freedom, and the Monies 
which ſhall be paid for the other Duties as aforeſaid, ſhall be applied 
by the ſaid Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, for and to- 
wards purchaſing and maintaining ſuch Forts and Caſtles as ſhall be 
deemed neceſſary, and for other the publick 
Charges, which ſhall be thought needful for the Security, Defence 
and Improvement of the ſaid Trade. | 
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AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Autho- T 
rity aforeſaid, That every Perſon 5 ſhall, before the # 
Day o 5 

pay unto , the Sum of 


of lawful Money of Great Britain, for the Uſe of 
the ſaid Company, ſhall, and are hereby impowered to meet at the 
Guildhall in the City of London,, on. the | Day of 
rity of Votes, by Ballot, Pole or Scrutiny, chuſe a Governor and | 
eputy-Governor of the ſaid 3 which Governor and Depu- 


ty-Sovernor, or either of them, are hereby impowered and required 
to ſummon all the Perſons, who have paid their Vonies as aforeſaid, 


to meet within oF after the aforeſaid Choice; and: 
by Majority of Votes, by Ballot, Pole or Scrutiny, to chuſe 

1 8 Perſons, who, together with the ſaid 
Goyernor and r ſhall be the Court of Aſſiſtants for 


managing the Bufinels of the ſaid Company until the 
or | after, on which Day annually, 
or 


| L111 
or within wo | after, all the 
— and Members of the ſaid D or the ihr Part of 
thoſe there preſent, ſhall and may in like manner chuſe and clect 
from amongſt themſelves a Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 

of the moſt able and diſcreet Perſons of the ſaid Com- 
pany, and who. are Refidents in or near the City of Loudon, for to 
conſtitute the ſaid Court of Aſſiſtants for the Year enſuing, and the 
ſaid Governor, or Deputy-Governor for the Time being, ſhall at 
leaſt | every Year, or oftner if Occaſion ſhall 
require, and alſo as often as it ſhall be demanded by any 8 

or more Members of the ſaid Company, convene and call to- 

gether all the Members of the {aid Company by publick Notice, 
who, or the major Part of them then preſent, are hereby Vene 
from Time to Time to lay ſuch Impoſition on all Goods (Gold and 
Negroes excepted) which ſhall be exported gr imported to and from 
Africa, within the Limits aforeſaid, as thall he found neceſſary for 
the Maintenance of the Forts on the Coaſt, and for giving a reaſon- 
able Recompence for ſuch Forts and Caſtles as now are in the Poſ- 
{ſeſſion of the Royal African Company, and to make fuch By-Laws, 
Ordinances, and Rules for the better Management and Improvement 
of the ſaid Trade, and all other Matters relating thereunto, as ſhall 
by the major Part of them be thought convenient : And to the Intent 
that there be no Surprize upon any of the aforeſaid Company, by 
ſudden Alterations of the Duties impoſed, no Duty to be impoſed as 
aforeſaid ſhall be laid for leſs Time than 


AND WHEREAS the Company hereby eſtabliſhed, out of the 
Monies tobe paid by Perſons making themſelves free of the faid Com- 
pany, and by the Duties to be laid on the ſaid Trade, are to give all 
reaſonable Satisfaction to the Royal African Company, for all ſuch 
Forts and Caſtles as are now in the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Royal + A 
can Company; to the Intent therefore that the ſame may be done 
with Juſtice to both Companies, BE IT ENACTED by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Roy- 
al African Company, to chuſe Perſons; 
and alſo that it ſhall and may be lawful for the General Court of 
the Company hereby eſtabliſhed, to chuſe the like Number of Per- 
ſons, which Perſons, or any | | or more of them 
ſo named by both Companies, ſhall have Power, and are hereby im- 
powered to meet and adiuft the true Value of all ſuch Forts and Caſ- 


tles as are now in the Poſſeſſion of the Royal African Company; and 


in Caſe the aforeſaid Perſons ſo nominated by the Comparues, or any 
| | B 2 : Eſti- 


L 18 J 
„ N OE or more of them, ſhall not agree in their 
Eſtimation, before the | Day of | 
tech ah SB; then it ſhall be lawful to Her Majeſty, Her 
Heirs and Succeſſors, to appoint ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as Her Ma- 
jeſty, Her Heirs or Succeſſors, ſhall judge moſt proper to decide, 
determine and aſcertain the Value of the ſaid Forts and Caſtles, and 
Manner of Payment thereof; upon Payment of which Value fo aſcer- 1 
tained, under the Hands and Seals of any _. | 
or more of {ſuch Perſons ſo choſen by both Companies, or under the 
Hand and Seal of ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo appointed or commiſſion- 
ed by Her M yelty; Her Heirs or Succeſſors, after ſuch Manner, and 
at ſuch Times as {hall be determined and ſettled by any TOOL 
or more of ſuch Perſons ſo choſen, or b ck Perfon or Perſons ſo 
appointed as aforeſaid, the ſaid Forts 404 Caſtles ſhall be delivered 
into the Poſſeſſion of the Governor and Company hereby eſtabliſhed, , 
or their Agents, at ſuch Times, and after ſuch Manner as ſhall be di- 
rected and appointed by them, or either of them. | | 
AND WHEREAS it is very probable that many of the Royal 
African Company may make themſelves Free of the Company by this 
Act eſtabliſhed, and will thereby be entituled to the full Right and 
Liberty of Trading, and alſo of 5 any General Court of the 
faid Company, BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That no Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall have any Intereſt or 
Share in the Capital Stock or Fund of the ſaid Royal African Com- 
y, either in his own Name, or under any other Perſon or Perſons. 
ame in Truſt for him or them,; or who ſhall be any way concerned 
or intereſted in the Bonds or Debts due and owing from the ſaid Royal 
African Company to any ſuch Perſon or Perſons, or to any Perſon or 
Perſons in Truſt for him or them, or for his and their Uſe, ſhall have 
any Vote, either in any General Court of the ſaid Company, or be 
capable of being choſen either Governor or Deputy-Governor, or of 
the Court of Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, until ſuch Time only as 
the Valuation of the Forts and Caſtles {hall be fully adjuſted between. 
the two Companies, and Poſſeſſion of the ſame delivered to the ſaid 
Governor and Company hereby eſtabliſhed, either by Agreement of 
the Perſons to be appointed by both Companies, or by the Determi- 
nation of ſuch Perſon or Perſons as. Her Majeſty, Her Heirs or Suc- 
ceſſors, ſhall appoint to decide, determine and aſcertain the Value and: 
Manner of Payment thereof. 
AND BE IT FUR THER ENACTED by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the Governor and Company hereby eſtabliſhed may, by 
their By-Laws, appoint the Manner for Payment of the ſaid Duries 


in 
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the General Court of the ſaid Company, as they ſpall direct. ] 


[13 J 5 4 
in ſuch Time and Form as ſhall be thought moſt convenient, and as 
the Neceſſity of the ſaid Company and the Benefit of the Trade ſhall 
requirez provided no fuch By-Laws, Ordinances or Rules ſhall any 
way extend to'the limiting what Sort or Quantity of Goods any Per- 
fon, who is. Free of the {aid Company, ſhall Export to Africa, or 
what he ſhall bring from thence, nor of whom, or for what he ſhall 
buy or ſell the ſame; it being the Intent of this Act that every Mem- 
ber of the ſaid 8 ſhall be left free in thoſe Matters, that a 
Monopoly may be avoided, and the Exportation of the Woollen 
and other Manufactures of this Kingdom be encreaſed. 

AND to the Intent that there may be Monies ſufficient to main- 
tain the Forts and other Charges that ſhall be requiſite for the In- 
ereaſe and 3 this Trade, and that the Impoſitions or Du- 
ties to be laid as aforeſaid, for the Uſes aforeſaid, be duly paid, BE 
IT ENACTED. by the Authority aforeſaid, that no Perſon or Per- 
ſons whatſoever,. not Free of the {aid Company, and no Perſon that 
ſhall be Free, who hath not firſt paid or ſecured all Duties aforeſaid, 
according to the Directions of the General Court of the ſaid Gover- 
nor and Company, ſhall preſume to ſhip off any. Goods with Intent 
to Trade to, at, or from any of the Parts and Places within the Li- 
mits aforeſaid, upon Pain of forfeiting 10 

of all ſuch Goods, Wares and Merchandize as 
ſhall appear to belong to ſuch Perſon or Perſons, one 
Part thereof to the Uſe of her Majeſty, Her Heirs and Succeſſors, 


one other | Part thereof to the Uſe of the ſaid 


Company, and the other | Part to him or them 


who ſhall ſeize, inform or ſue for the ſame in any Court of Record, 
by Bill, Information, or other Action, wherein no Eſſoigne, Pro- 


tection or Wager of Law, or Noli proſequi, ſhall be allowed. 


AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority 
aforeſaid, that every Perſon that ſhallbecome a Member of this Com- 
Panys at his Admittance, ſhall take the following Oath before the 
Jovernor and Deputy-Governor, or any or more 
of the ſaid Court of Aſſiſtants, who are hereby impowered to adminiſter 
the ſame, which Governor and Deputy-Governor, or either of them, 
with any | or more of Aſſiſtants, ſhall conſtitute the Court 
of Aſſiſtants for the ſaid Company. ¶ A. B. do ſwear, that I will 
not direttly nor indirectly colour or free any the Goods or Merchandizes of 
any Perſon: whatſdever, not free of this Company, and that I will pay 
and diſcharge all ſuch Duties as ſhall from Time to Time be impoſed upon 
whatſoever Goods or Merchandizes I ſhall. ſend or export to Africa, by 


AND; 


1&7] 
2D by. 


Goy 


the Authority 


the ſaid Sum of 


o 
: 


appointed to be taken by the Freemen of the mpany. | 
AND WHEREAS Negroes are of abſolute Neceflity for the 
carrying on of the Plantation Trade; and that the Plantations may 
be plentifully ſupplied with Negrocs, and at moderate Rates, where- 
by may be enabled to bring the Growth. and Produce thereof to 
the kets of Europe, as cheap as other Nations, BE IT EN- 
ACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, That any of Her Majeſty's 
Subjects inhabiting in any of the Brizzjh Plantations in America, pay- 
ing to ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as the {aid Governor and Company 
ſhall Appoint in the ſaid Plantations to Receive the ſame, the Sum 
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DE; Gf) fi | or the Value 

' f, and taking the Oath by this Act appointed to be taken by ; 
Every. Freeman of the ſaid Company, before the ſaid: Perſon or Per- | 7 
ſons ſo appointed, where he or they ſhall Reſide, who are hereby 9 
Impowered to Adminiſter the ſame, ſhall be a Freeman or Member 4 
of the ſaid Company, and ſhall have Liberty to Trade as a Freeman 7 
of the {aid pany to any of the Territories in Africa, within the a 
Limits aforeſaid; he producing to the ſaid Perſon or Perſons ſo ap- 5 


ointed the true Entry or Invoice of all the Goods he intends to 
TT in order to his Trading within the Limits aforeſaid, and mak- 
ing Oath before the ſaid Perſon.or Perſons, that the ſaid Entry or In- 
voice is a true Entry or Invoice of all the Goods he fo intends to 
Load for the ſaid Trade, and doth contain the true and full Value of 
the Coſt of all the ſaid Goods; and before he Ships any of the ſaid 
Goods, paying the Duties impos'd by the General Court of the ſaid 
Company, to the Perſon or Perſons appointed to receive the fame in 
the ſaid Plantation where the ſaid Goods ſhall be Shipped: Such 
Goods as were Exported from Great Britain, to pay the Duties ac- 
cording to their true Value in Great Britain; and ſuch other Goods 
as are of the Growth of the Plantations, according to the true Value 
thereof in the ſaid Plantations. 736 | 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, That the Woollen Manufactures, to 
be Shipped in the Plantations or Colonies aforeſaid for the ſaid Trade, 
be ſuch as were made in, or ſent from ſome Part of Great Britain, 
and no other. be . 
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Veſſil called the © 
am Maſter for this Voyage to Africa. So help me God. 


Chief Officer, of ſack Port, and take the following 


[1] 
AD RE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority afore- 
faid, That every Perſon or Perſons Exporting any Goods or Merchan- 
dizes to Africa aforeſaid ſhall, before his or their Shipping the ſaid 


Goods or Commodities, make a due Entry thereof with the Perfon or 
Perſons appointed to take the fame, by the Court of Aſſiſtants of the 
ſaid Governor and Company, and ſhall in his Entry give the true Coſt 


of his or their ſaid Goods and Merchandizes; and that upon his or 
their Oaths, to be taken before the Chief Officer or Collector of Her 
Majeſty's Cuſtoms in any Port of Great Britain, or any of the Plan- 
tations or Colonies in America, in the Words following, viz. | 7 A. B. 
ao Swear, That the Entry, by me now Mae and Signed, Contain and 
Specify all the particular Quantities, Qualities, and true and full Value 
of all the Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes therein Expreſſed, to be 
Shipped on Board the Ship or Veſſei called the _ 
whereof is Maſter for the Voyage ſhe is 
row to proceed on to Africa. So help me 5 | 3 | 
AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the Collector, or other Chief Officer of Her Majeſty's 
Cuſtoms in any Port of Great Britain, or the Plantations and Colonies 
thereunto belonging in America, from whence any Ship or Veſſel is 
or are to be cleared for Africa; thall, and are hereby required and Im- 
powered to Adminiſter the Oaths following, and cvery Maſter of 
every Ship or Veſſel at Clearing ſhall make Oath in the Words fol- 


Towing, viz. [7 A. B. do Swear, That the Manifeft' or Particular 


now by me Given in and Signed, to the beſt of my Knowledge and Belief, 
doth Contain, Sperify and Expreſs all the Goods, Wares and Merchan- 
dizes which are Loaten or to be” Loaden, or put on Board the Ship or 

| whereof 1 A. B. 


AND BE IT FUR ' ENACTED by the Authority afore- 
id, Thar every Maſter, or other Chief Officer of every ſuch Ship 
or Veſſel, that ſhalt Lade or reccive any Goods, Wares or Merchan- 
dize. (Gold and N Excepted) on B of his or their Ship or 


Veſſel on the Coaff of Africa, making Entry at any of Her 
Majeſty's Coffom-Fooſes aforclaid, of the fad Shiv or Pede, and 
before any Goods or Merchandrze be Landed or taken out of tlie 


faid Ship or Veſſel (Gold and Negroes Excepted) fhall deliver in a 
Manifeft, or Particular of his Cargoe, to the Collector, or other 


£ 


| 555 VIZ, N 


IIA. B. ds Sweur, That the Mam fa or Particular now by-me Given : 
nn and, Signed, to the beft of my Knowledge and Belief, doth Contain, . 
= Specify and Expreſs all the Goods, Wares or Merchandize (Gold and 
|<: 5 pr 

3 | egroes - 
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Negroes excepted) which were Loaden or put on Board the Ship called the 
| . Auring her Stay and Continuance on 
the Coaſt of Africa, whereof 1 A. B. am Maſter. So help me God.] 
AND BEIT, FURTHER ENAC TED by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the Owner or Importer of all Goods, Wares and Mer- 
chandizes (Gold and Negroes excepted). which ſhall be brought to 
Great Britain, or any of the Britiſh Plantations or Colonies in Ame- 
rica, from any Port of Africa, ſhall make Entry of all ſuch Goods 
at one of Her Majeſty's Cuſtom-Houſes in Great Britain, or in ſuch 
of the Plantations or Colonies where the fame ſhall be Imported, 
with the Collector or other Chief Officer of the Cuſtoms there, and 
ſhall make Oath of the Value of ſuch Goods in the Words follow- 
ing, viz. [7 A. B. do Swear, That the true Value and Price of the 
Goods by me now Entred out of the Ship or Veſſel called the _ 
e e [whereof | is Maſter, doth 
1 not exceed | 1 As they are now worth 
[ | to 72 Sold in this Port, to the beſt of my Knowledge or Belief. So help 
1 me Cod. oh | | | 
„ AND that this Company may not grow into a Monopoly, or 
* other Abuſe, by the long Continuance in Power of any Officer there- 
i of, BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That no Governor or Deputy-Governor of the ſame, or any of the 
„ Court of Aſſiſtants, or other Officer in the Choice of the Company 
5 reſiding within the Kingdom of Great Britain, ſhall continue longer 
| in any one of the ſaid Offices than the Space of 
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Year, unleſs he be Choſen gan ; nor ſhall an Governor, or De- 
0 


4 puty-Governor or Member of the Court of Aſſiſtants, be capable of 
4 being Choſen above *© Years ſucceſſively for any one 
"8 of the ſaid Offices. (x, S 

|| AND That the Forts that are already Built, or hereafter ſhall be 


Built on any of the Territories or Iſlands within the Limits aforeſaid, 
may be the better preſerved and defended ; BE IT FURTHER 
_ENACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Governor, or 
Deputy-Governor, and Court of Aſſiſtants, or any of them, are here- 
by impower'd to chooſe Governors, Deputy-Governors, or any other 
Officer Military or Civil whatſoever for the ſaid Forts or Factories, 
.and them to remove or diſplace when they ſee fit ; and all Queſtions 
ariſing in the ſaid Court =; Aſſiſtants, relating to the Management or 
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r be on of the ſaid Trade, ſhall be decided by Ballot, if any Per- 4 
ſon being then one of the ſaid Court of Aſſiſtants ſhall require the > 
Queſtion ſo to be put; and all Governors and Deputy-Governors 5 
to be choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall be commiſſion'd under the Seal of he 7 
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ſaid Governor and Company; and if any Governor, Deputy-Go- 
vernor, or other Officer of any of the ſaid Forts now Built, or hereaf- 
ter to be Built in the Territory within the Limits aforeſaid, ſhall at 
any Lime hereafter obſtruct, or hinder any Perſon or Perſons, Free of 
this Company, from Trading with the Natives, he ſhall pay to the 
Perſon or Perſons ſo obſtructed or hindred from Trading FI 

„ eee 0 ene on which ſuch Perſon or Perſons fo 
ohſtructed or hindered ſhall make appear he hath ſuffered or ſuſtain- 
ed by ſuch Hindrance or Obſtruction, to be recovered in any of Her 
Majeſty's Courts at Weſtminſter, or in any of the Courts in the Britiſh 
Plantations in America, wherein no Eſſoigne, Wager of Law, or 
Protection, or more than one Imparlance ſhall be allowed. 
AND that as much of the Woollen and other Manufactures of this 
Kingdom may be Vended as is poſſible, BE IT ENACTED by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for any Perſon 


Z or Perſons whatſoever, Free of the ſaid Company, for the Securi 


of their Goods, to Erect a Houſe or Factory in any Part within the 


| ] Territory aforeſaid, for the better carrying on of his or their Trade ; 


which Houſe or Factory ſhall not be difpos'd of to any Foreigner 
; whatſoever, nor demoliſhed without the Conſent of the ſaid Com- 
5 pany. 
: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall make any Contract or Agree- 
4 ment with any King, Potentate, or People within the Limits afore- 
ſaid, for any Trade or Advantage in Trade, excluſive to any other 

Member of the Company hereby Eſtabliſhed. 

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority afore- 
faid, That all Commanders and Maſters of Ships, before they be per- 
mitted to take on Board any Goods for the faid Trade, ſhall give ſuf- 
ficient Security to the Satisfaction of the Court of Aſſiſtants of the 
ſaid Company, by which the Ship ſhall be bound not to take off or 
carry away wrongfully any Free Negroes from the ſaid Coaſt, or 
commit or ſuffer to be committed any Violence on the Natives to 
the Prejudice of the 'Trade. 

AND WHEREAS in Time of War, and otherwiſe, Accidents 

may fall out that may Occaſion ſometimes the Want of Monies for the 
neceſſary ſecuring this Trade, before it can be equally raiſed, BE 

- TF ENACTED ” the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may 
be lawful for the ſaid Court of Aſſiſtants, being thereunto Impower- 
| ed by the General Court, and not otherwiſe, at any Time to borrow 
Money not exceeding — 1 te under the Publick 
Seal of the ſaid Company for the 1 Uſes, ſo as that they never 
Owe 
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Sc or be Indebted on their Publick Seal at any one Time above the 
- emp r the lame, not ex- 


fer Cent. untill Money ſhall 
Key in to diſcharge the fame. 4 

PROVIDED that nothing her 7 ſhall be confiryed F 
or extend to Enable the Company hereb to barrow Mo- 5 
ney as a ank, or be concerned in B ye; directly or indirectly, | 
ar in lending Money upon any Security whatſoever, or otherwiſe than 
before expreſſed. 

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority afore- 
fajd, That if any Governor, ar Deputy-Governot, or any of the AL 
fiſtants of che ad ſhou'd die ar he diſplaced for Miſdemea- 5 
nor, within the Time for which he is choſen, then it ſhall and 5 
may he laweful for the General Court of Fremen of the aid Com- 
pany, to aſſemble in ſame Place in the City of Loudun, and chuſe by 
the Majority of the Votes of thoſe then preſent, given by Ballot, 
b „auccher in the Place of ſuch Ferſon who, ſhall die 
or placed. 

AND WHEREAS Red-Wodd ; is of very great Uſe to — dying 
te Woollen Manufactures of this which ought to be en- 
ed op all Ways poſſible, BE IT ENACTED by the Autho- 


Jpg dps Lao agony Yo hereby 
55 


upon any Red-Wood of the 
Africa, e which hall be into this Kingdom of 


of what 2 due _ and Company ſhall impoſe on other 


AND FORASMUCH as of late Mears, by the Direction of the 
— — uy — 9 | „ 
e which p. icious Practices, if not timely qwo- 


vented, will undoubtedly to the yery Diſcouragement, if 
nat utter Ruin of the Britiſh be Colonies in America, for 


Remedy therefore of ſo great an Evil, BE IT FNACTED by the 


Authority aforeſaid, That all and every Perſon or Peuſons who ſhall 
at any Tame after the Day of 

raiſe ox cultivate an) Cotton, Ginger, Indico, Sugar Canes, Toba. 

oC | 

CO, Os other COMMITS: uſually i in 2 wn 

Amiga, r e Natives on the 

TR f 2 . he doing . within the Limits 


4696 Fenon or Perſons ſhall forfeit and pay che Sum of 
wh Sterling, for erery Rod or Pole of Ground that he 


11. 
1 
{| Or 
- 
#) ; 
i 
l * 


or they mall plant or cauſe to be planted with any Cotton, Ginger, 
Dae or rs Commodities ubnally produced in the Britiſb Plan- 
rations in America, the Part cee to the Uſe 
of the Informers, and the other art thereof to 
the Uſe of the Governor and Nee eſtabliſhed by this Act, to- 
wards Maintenance of Forts and Caſtles, and other neceſſary Charges. 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, AND BE IT ENACTED AND 
DECLARED by the Authority aforeſaid, 'That no Duty whatſo- 
ever ſhall be levied or collected in Great Britain, or in any of the 
Plantations or Colonies thereunto belonging, for any forcign Gold or 
Silver imported from Africa, but thar the ſame may be landed with- 
out Entry or Declaration thereof (any thing in this Act contained to 
the con hereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding.) | 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, that nothing contained in this Act 
ſhall be interpreted to hinder or exclude any Perſon or Perſons from 
Trading to that Part of e commonly called Barbary, extending 
Southerly as far as bo - lanto. | 
AND BE IT RTHER ENACTED by the Authority 
aforefaid, That no Governor or. Deputy-Governor of any of Her 
Majeſty's Plantations or Colonies in America, or any of Her Ma- 
jeſty's Judges in any Courr there for the Time being, or any other 
Perſon or Perſons tor the Uſe, or on the behalf of ſuch Governor or 
Deputy-Governor or Judge, ſhall be a Factor or Factors, Agent or 
Agents, for any Perſon or Perſons tree of the Company hereby ofta- 
blithed, for Sale or Difpoſal of any Negroes; and chat every Perſon, 
offending herein, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 
one Part thereof to the Uſe of 
the Informer, and the other Part thereof to the Uſe 
of the Com 7 eſtabliſhed. N s | 
AND wy I FURTHER ENACTED, That every Ship or 
Veſſel, and all and every the Goods and Merchandizes therein, or 
belonging and appertaining to any of Her Majeſty's Subjects, that 
ſhall fail or be conveyed from any other Port or Place than Great 
Britain, or Her Majeſty's Plantations or Colonies, to the Coaſt of 
Africa aforeſaid, ſhall be forfeite. 1. 
PROVIDED ALSO, That if any Ship or Veſſel trading to 
the Coaſt of Africa, and the Goods exported therein, . ſhall be caſt 
away, or otherwiſe loſt or deſtroyed, before ſuch Ship or Veſſel ſhall 
arrive at her Port or Place of Diſcharge, then the Proprictors or Ex- 
porters of the ſaid Goods and Merchandize in ſuch Ship or Veſſel fo 
loſt or deftroyed, ſhall, upon their edu any other Ship or Veſſel 
to the Coaſt of Africa, be allowed, upon Proof thereof, fo much of 
the Duties laid upon ſuch Goods and Merchandize ſo loſt, as afore- 
C 2 ſaid, 
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ſaid, (any thing herein contained before to the contrary hereof in any 

J %% . 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, AND BE IT FURTHER EN- 

ACTED by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Goods or Mer- 

chandize which ſhall be exported for the Coaſt of Africa, and ſhall 


have paid the Duties which ſhall be appointed by the General Court 
of the Company hereby eſtabliſhed, ſhall be brought back again to = 
Great Britain, or to any of Her Majeſty's Plantations or Colonies, it * 


ſhall and may be lawful to export the {ſame Goods again for Africa, 
without paying any further Impoſition to the ſaid Company, Oath 
being firſt made by one or more credible Perſons that the ſame 
Goods have already paid the Duties impoſed by the General Court. of "1 
the ſaid Company, and a true Copy of the FOR of ſuch Goods F 
q 1 made Lon the former Exportation thereof being firſt produced and 
I atteſted upon Oath, by one or more credible Perſons as aforeſaid. 
Hal AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority 
45 aforefaid, That for the Recovery and obtaining all and every the 
i | | | Forfeitures and Penalties by this Act inflicted, it ſhall and may be 
f 
; 


c 


lawful to and for all and every Perſon or Perſons whatſoever to Sue 
for the ſame, or any Part thereof, in any of Her Majeſty's Courts of 
Record of this Kingdom, or in any of Her Majeſty's Plantations or 
Colonies in America, by Bill, Plaint, Information, or otherwiſe, 
wherein no Eſſoigne, Wager of Law, Protection, or more than 
one Imparlance ſhall be allowed. r 

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority 
aforeſaid, 'That the Duties appointed to be paid by the Royal Afri- 
10 can Company, and all other the Subjects of this Kingdom trading to 
il Africa, by an Act made in the ninth and tenth Years of the Reign 
10 of his late Majeſty King William III. of Glorious Memory, enti- 
14 tuled An Act to ſettle the Trade to Africa, ſhall determine and ceaſe 
al to be paid from and after the ps Day of | | 
14 | (any thing in the ſaid Act contained to the 

_ contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding.) | 
PROVIDED ALWAYS that nothing in this Act contained 
ſhall any ways extend or be conſtrued to take away or prejudice any 
0 Rights or Privileges of or belonging to the United Company trading 

14 do the Eaſt-Indies. | | 
Li: AND WHEREAS all Ships bound from Great Britain, to any 
1 Ports or Places in Africa, are ſeldom or never fully loaden with their 
= outward-bound Cargoes, Therefore BE IT ENACTED by the 
1h Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall, and may be lawful for the Gover- 
nor and Company hereby eſtabliſhed, to load on Board any eh 
ip 
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Ship or Veſſel the Quantity of 


of Goods, Stores or Proviſions for the Uſe of the Forts and Garri- 


ſons in Africa, without paying Freight for the ſame; provided the 
fri LE: Stores or Proviſions, are to be unloaden at ſuch Port or 


Tuns 


Place whither ſuch Ship is bound. 


Reg ons for ve/ting the Settlements on the Coaſt 
of Africa in the Crown; and the Dangers 
of an Eacluſibe Company demonſtrated. 


1. HE Britiſh Settlements in Africa (which in the preſent Con- v 
dition are become a common Nuiſance to the Trade in Ge- 
neral) will, if veſted in the Crown, under the auſpicious 

Government of Her Majeſty, become an Habitation of Britiſh Mer- 

chants, and Magazines of Britiſh Manufactures. 

2. THE Gold Trade in Africa will be very much. increas'd, when 
every one is admitted to ſettle on the Land, and much may be ex- 

ected from the Rival N of the ing 2 Merchant, encourag'd 
y the Hopes of Profit; and the Vent, for our Woollen and other 

Britiſh Manufactures, will in Time be extended into the remoteſt 

Part of the Country, which is now not only confined to the Water- 

fide, but even driven to Sea, where the Trade is carried on, on 

board the Ships, only as they arrive. 

3. AS it hath been proved, Fhat the Trade hath increaſed to 
above four times more, fince *twas laid open (which appears by com- 
paring the Imports of Negroes delivered into the Plantations, when 
Excluſive, with the Imports fince it hath been laid open) and in pro- 
portion alſo as to the Exports of our Woollen and other Manufac- 
tures, as well as the Increaſe of Shipping. So when the Trade ſhall 
be freed from the Oppreſſion of a military Power, truſted in one 
Part thereof, who thereby diſturb, annoy, and interrupt their more 
induſtrious Rivals, there is no Reaſon to doubt a much greater In- 
creaſe of this beneficial Trade to the Nation, when freed from tho 
{aid Incumbrance, than at any Time heretofore. * 
4. IT cannot be thought the ſeparate Traders can have any pri- 
vate Intereſt or other Deſign in this Caſe, than their juſt Protection, 
and the Preſervation of the Trade to the Nation, who ſo generouſly 
5 offer to give an Equivalent for the Company's Intereſt in the ſaid 
f Settlements, to be paid out of tlie ſaid Traders Pockets, and veſted 
in the Crown for ever, as well as to ſubmit to the Charge of main- 
taining them afterwards, for the Benefit of Poſterity. oN 
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ON the other hand, the Danger of committing this 'Trade to a 
Joim- Stock Company, Excluſive, muſt naturally be attended with 


ſuch a Brood of teeming Evils, as will ſurprize any Gentleman to 
think of. 


AND as the Plantation-Trade depends 8 on the African- 
Trade; and as three Quarters of all our foreign Navigation now re- 
maining, as well as three Quarters of the Breed of our beſt Seamen, 

alſo. on the ſaid Plantation Trade; {© the confining the Afri- 
can Trade to one Perſon or Monopoly only will fink it to the loweſt 
Ebb imaginable. 72 

THREE times have our Aitan Company of England failed; 
and if one takes a View of other Nations African Companies, they 
will appear to be in the fame Condition as ours is now: And our 
Plantations had been long ſince ruined, if they had not been ſupplied 
by the ſeparate Traders; but to ſet up the ſame Company Excluſive 
again, who have not even the Remains of Credit left, and at once 
entirely. to throw out 200 ſeparate Traders of the beſt Credit, who 
have near 70 Sail of Ships of their own employed in this Trade, 
would be ſuch an Experiment as would quickly finiſh the greateſt 
Part of the Trade of this Nation, which is very obvious from the fol- 
lowing Inſtances. 

1. BY an excluſive Trade all the Out-Ports of Great Britain, 
who have no other but the Plantation-Trade, muſt ſink by Degrees, 
and what Trade is left will remain to London only. 

2, THE Planter, if he is not ſupplied by the Company, will be 
debarr' d from fetching Negroes for his, own Ute. 

3. IF the Company ſhonld agree to ſupply a certain Number of 
Negroes at a certain Price, and not tyed to a certain Goodneſs, which 
is impoſſible, the Colonies cannot be the better for thoſe which ſhall 
be brought them : And as Negrocs are to be bought at from twen 
Shillings to twelve Pounds on the Coaſt of Africa, and worth at 
Times in the Veſt-Indies from y Pounds to 30 Pounds per Head in the 
cheapeſt Time; ſo it will certainly happen again, as it was when the 
Company was Excluſive formerly, when their Lots conſiſted of five 
bad Negroes to one good one; and oftentimes the good ones were 
pick'd out and bought by a third Hand for the Company's Factor, 
who afterwards ſold them at twice the Money; whereby the Planter 


will be the moſt impos'd upon of any Man living by an Excluſive 


Company. 

4. Ur if an Excluſive Trade ſhould be granted to the preſent 
Managers of the African Company, they own in their printed Paper, 
call'd, I Per/waſive to a Coalition, that they would leave others to 
perform the Bargain, as appears by theſe Words: Perſwaſive, 
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© Porſwaſive, cc. p. 10. Speaking of an Excluſive Charter. 


« AND in that jg rac dane” Jem an wa in the Com- 
« pany's Stock, may epen it, that the 
« nut $5 after the. 3 F J e at leaſt the 
cc full Value thereof, as eſtimated by the Inſtrument of Coalition, 
c laid down to him in Money upon So that then will be 
<« the proper Time for any Perſon that has a Mind to get out of the 
« Company's Stock, either as a Creditor or . 

WHICH plainly diſcovers the Company's Deſign to be ground- 

ed on Stock- jobbing Politicks. 
F. AN Excluſive Company would not only confine maſt of the 
Manufacturers of Woollen Goods to fell to one Buyer, and at what 
Price the Company would give them, but ſuch Excluſive Company 
would alſo have ſuch an Influence in many Burroughs of England in 
their Elections, that deſerves Gentlemen's Conſideration. 

6. AN Excluſive Company would be but one 4; 2681 all Plan- 
tation Goods abroad, but one on _ of all thoſe at home, 
but ane Freighter of many h Sail of Ships, who muſt take 
juſt what the would give them for bringing home their 
IN 8 An Exchs 4555 C tis humbl 

e u G „5 y cancery” 
s even repugnant to the Liberties — 1 52 of the People 8 
Great Britain, and never was eſtahliſhad an the Foot now deſired by 
the Company in any Nation beſides: And as to their Pretenſion, 
That this Nation cannat be {ure ar ſecure, that ſeparate Traders will 
carry on the Trade; that Pretence will appear a deluſive Dream, and 
fitter to be.offer'd to Fools than wiſe Men, when tis conſider'd, chat 
the Foundation of the African Trade is grounded on Mens wearing 
Cl rather than going naked; ce re 
and railing its Productions, rather than Starving ; and on fetching of 
Gold, that valuable Meaſure of Trade and Commerce: So that there 
is all the Reaſon in the World to judge, that the 4fricax Trade will 
flouriſh, to the Benefit of Great Britain, as long as the Sum and 
Moon eadare, unleſs made a Stalking-houle to a.Srock-yobbing So- 


cicty. 
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Some QUERIES relating to the preſent Di/- 
 pute about the Trade to Africa. 


| HETHER *tis not great Modeſty -in the African Com 
* WY and their Creditors, 55 99 the ſole Trade of Ac, 
adland moſt of Amerita, only? 

WHETHER the ſaid Creditors know thoſe Trades by Inſpira- 
tion, and deſire therefore that the experienc'd Traders be excluded? 

WHETHER 'tis not reaſonable to deſire the Trade of 7000 
Miles Extent in Africa, becauſe the Company's Factories are ſettled 
in but 150 Miles of that Space? 

WHETHER a Trade can be ſaid to be loſt, wherein there are 
employed 60 odd Ships, under the Management of 3 or 400 skilful 
Merchants, Planters, and others, who rs oth Owners and Freight- 
ers themſelves? 

. WHETHER tis not thro? a tender Regard to the Good of the 

Nation, left the African Trade ſhould be loſt, that induces the ſaid 

hae rad and their Creditors to Petition the Houſe for an Excluſive 
rade: 

OR that their Bonds, which coſt 30 odd Pounds in Exchange-Al- 
ty, ſhould become 100 J. if they can obtain a Vote for a Joint-ſtock ? 

WHETHER tis not a good Reaſon for ſecuring any Trade to 
a Nation, to eſtabliſh it on a Bankrupt Society, who having failed 
3 Times ſince the Reſtoration, are become 2 or 300,000 /. worſe 
than nothing, and exclude Men of the beſt Credit, who employ a 
Current Stock of 6 or oo, ooo. in the ſaid Trade? 

WHETHER {ſuch who are at 4 or 7000 J. per Annum Charge, 
to fit out 3 or 4 Ships a Year, can afford to (ell Negroes cheaper than 
thoſe who are not at yoo J. per Annum Charge, to fit out twenty 
times that Number of Ships? 5 

WHETHER Forts or Settlements, which ſerve for the Uſe of 
our Enemies only to ſell their Prizes at, can be eſteemed neceſſary, 
unleſs put upon another Foot? k 
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WHETHER tis not much better for the Benefit of the Wool- 
len Manufacture to export 4000 Pieces of Perpetuana's a Vear under 
an Excluſive Company, or 35000 Pieces under an open Trade? 

WHETHER. tis not better for the Plantations, that they and 
the Spaniards be furniſhed with 51570 Negroes a Year in Time of 
Peace by an Excluſive Company, than with 20,000 Negroes a Year 
under an open Trade? And, 
WHETHER. one Seller will ſell cheaper at Market than 40 Io ? 
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WHETHER. by the Company's . Men of Credit muſt 
ot be forced to become Partners with Bankri ox. leave off the 
T Nd ee Dy: 0) NAA 


© WHETHEF by che ſaid; Propoſals, the: New: Adventurers do 
not loſe all their Money as ſoon as they pay it = by Means of the 
Over-valuation of the Company's Stock and Forts: 
- WHETHER. a Regulated Company cannot maintain Settlements 
4 abroad as well as an Excluſive Company? | 
5 WHETHER. the Factors of a Regulated Company cannot do all 
q that the Factors of an Excluſive Company can do, touching Trade, 
4 Preſents, or any thing elſe? 
3 WHETHER any Trade was ever loſt by being laid open, for 
Want of Security given for carrying it on; as the Eaſtland, Ham- 
burgh, French, Spaniſh, Portugal, and Ruſſia Trades? Or whether 
the Greenland Trade was not intirely loſt by being made Excluſive? 
OR why was there no Security demanded of the Turkey Merchants 
for their carrying on the Trade, when they were eſtabliſhed under a 
Regulated Company ? | | 
WHAT Security can there be, that our Foreign Trade ſhould be |} 
better carried on by the Gentlemen of Exchange-Alley, than by the | * 


1 
, 


1 
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IAT Security can there be, if an Excluſive- African Trade 

f ſhould be granted to the ſaid Gentlemen of Exchange- Alley, that they 
would not ſell out their Stock, and leave others to perform the Bar- 

| gain which they had made? X 

OR what Security can there be that they will not divide out their 
Stock among themſelves, as they have now by Bottomree Bonds, and 
thereby render the imaginary Security a Dream? | 
' - WHETHER. they don't own this to be their Deſign, in one of 
their printed Papers, call'd, Per/waſive to a Coalition, &c. p. 10. 
Sr of an Excluſive Charter, in theſe Words? 

AND in that Caſe, any Perſon, having an Intereſt in the Com- 
' *©-pany's Stock, may ther unqueſtionably depend upon it, that the 
„ next Day after the paſſing of ſuch WAH. he may have at leaſt the 
- © full Value thereof, as eſtimated by the Inſtrument of Coalition, 
ky laid down to him in Money upon Demand. So that then will be 
i the proper Time for any Perſon that has a Mind to get out of the 
{4 * Company's Stock, either as a Creditor or Adventurer. 


| moſt skilful Merchants in Britain? 
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ö IF the preſent Company had given Security to carry on the 
Trade, what would that ſignify under their preſent Circumſtances? 
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A LETT ER to a Member of Parliament, 
| concerning the African Trade. 


SIX | 

N Obedience to your Command, I pray Leave to lay before you 
I ſome Obſervations on the preſent State of the African Trade. 
| © © The laſt Seſſions of Parliament the Royal African Company 
| applied to the Houſe of Commons, under Pretext of divers frivolous 
| Arguments and Suggeſtions, that they might be cſtabliſh'd, and that 
all others might be excluded from the African Trade, which was 
laid open to all Subjects of ws gu in the late Reign of King Wil- 


Trade no longer, meaning that they mult become Bankrupt. 


\ 


But after a full Hearing at the Bar, they could make out nothing 


in general, in the follow! ng Inſtances, 

714 . } Us 5 l 
* 
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they were met with, and Prizes taken by Engliſb Separate Ships 
were taken from the Captors hy, the. Company's Agent in Cambo, 
and l reſtored to the Enemy again. 
II. BY AS ious, Agcouns of is, 0. Fog 
te 1 raders, appointed t F gent for maimtain- 

lg the Sertletments Gn the Coat. n or” 
III. BY diſcouraging. the Natives on the Gold Coaſt from trad-. 
ing with Separate Ships, and taking away the . Goods they 


Town of Congo, for the ſame 


caſon, 


"A. 


Separate Ships, and trading with them; while at the ſame time 
they Pe the Portugueſe Ships, and took off their Load- 
ſels with Negroes 
IV. BY their XI, © | 
without any Cauſe, on purpoſe to diſcourage the Separate Tra- 
ders, while they ſuffered the French to ſettle Factories on the 
River Gambo, ſome 100 1 above their Fort, whereby the 


es 
Trade of the North part of Guinea is almoſt loſt. V. BY 


* 


liam of Glorious Memory, or that otherwiſe they could carry on that 


they pretended to; and on the contrary, the Separate Traders fully 
proved the ſame Company had been a continual Hindrance to the Trade 


8 havipg made an, Agreement with the French for a Neutrali- 
| during this ar, Wherein the Separate Traders were not 
. Included, but their Ships were taken by the Enemy whereever 


y, paid by the Se- 


bought. of them, burnin the. Town of John Cabgez, and the 
; 6 % | (+ | and building a nall Fort 
on the Ruins, to prevent the Natives carrying Corn on board 


ing of Brazile Commodities, and, loaded divers of che ad Vel- 
gents ſeizing, Separate, Ships in a Pirazjcal, Manner, | 
ra 
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Sir D. Thomas, ſeizing and imptiſoning a 
whole Tribe of Upland Merchants, for 2 1. with fe 12 5 
Ships, tho' the Company had no Goods to ſell them, and keep- 
ing their Gromer#o's and Soldiers belonging to their Forts patrolling 
Night and Day, to prevent the Natives from going off to Se- 
parate Ships to trade with them. 


”"I'WAS farther proved, by their Inſtructions given to their Agents, 
that they encouraged the making Sugar, Ginger, Cotton, and other 
Weſt Indian Commodities, in Africa, which would entirely ruin our 
Colonies in a little Time. 

MANY other Crimes were alſo made appear, too tedious for the 
Compaſs of this Paper. | Pry 

THE Separate Traders alſo made it appear, that, ſince the Trade 
was opened, they increaſed it Five Times more than when "twas ex- 
cluſive z among other Inſtances, that they had ſupplied the Province 
of Maryland (where the Company never did carry any Negroes, nei- 
ther before the opening the Trade nor ſince) with as many Negroes as 
make 30,000 Hogſheads of Tobacco a Year, of the belt Sort, fit for 
foreign Markets ; WHERAS before opening the Trade to Africa, 
the Planters there, Owners of many 1000 Acres of good IL were 
obliged to work barefoot and barelegg'd in cultivating their own 
Grounds themſelves, and were refolv'd to have deſerted that Province, 
had they not been ſupplied with Negro Servants. 2 

THEY made it appear alſo, that moſt of the Negroes are purchaſ- 
ed at Mida, Calabar, and Angola,” and between Cape Mount and the 
Gold Coaſt, where the Company have no Fort. So that, 

AFTER a mature Debate, the Houſe was pleaſed to Reſolve, hat 
the Trade to Africa ſhould be free and open under ſome Regulations. 

AND ordered a Bill to be brought in accordingly, which was 
"_ twice; but the Houſe being prorogued, it went then no far- 
ther. F AED 373% | 

SINCE which the Company continue to oppreſs the Traders by 
all Means they can think of, and have had the Succeſs to ſilence theit 
Creditors, under” Pretence of their being in Treaty for an Excluſive 
Trade, on finding Means to lend oo, D. which, they aſſured them, 
they could not fail of obtaining; if the ſaid Creditors would bur be 
filent, and but ſeem to join in it, and come into an iraginary Coali- 
tion of their Bonds to their Stock; owning, at the fam time, that 
the Inſtrument of Coalition, having no Peraſty, was not binding, and 
if it was, yet one Clauſe therein renders it at once Sy e vir. 
that i every one ef the Bonds dort come in, the Coalition W my. | 
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[28+] 
_ HOWEVER this Piece of Stock- joobing Fim/7, tho' not half 
finiſhed, hath had this a ie ini ime; 
I hath prevented ſome of the Creditors from fuing-their Bonds, 
while others in the Secret have got Judgment and recover'd theirs. 
II hath given Opportumty to ſome to manage the Effects abroad, 
and to others to get out with little Loſs at home. 

IT hath produced a Propoſal for lending oo, ooo. for an Excluſive 
Trade, which requires ſome Remarks, and worth while to conſider - 
the Cencawenced) fe , yolls 2 t 
1. IIS to be ſuppoſed the Company will not lend the Money for 
nothing, and a Fund muſt be given to pay 6 per Cent. Intereit till 
the Principal ſhall. be repaid, which may be had of any body at that 
Rate; or if 7 per Cent. is given, the Principal may be paid 7 Years | 
hence: and if fo, then the Difference is but 7000 J. per annum ſaved 
between the one and the other. V 

IF "tis objected, That giving one per Cent. more on one Fund than 
another, will prejudice other Loans. In that Reſpect tis to be feared 
this would much more prejudice other Funds, and the African 
Company muſt give 10 per Cent. or more for Money, if they lend it at 
6, and not get it neither; an Inſtance whereot we had about two 
Years ſince, when another Company, tho' with a very good Bottom, 
and in a moſt flouriſhing Condition, was forc'd to give 6 per Cent. | 
Intereſt, and 2 per Cent. Diſcount for Money to lend the Govern- # 
ment, which had ſuch an Effect on all Government-Security, that 
it brought moſt of them to a Diſcount alſo, and raiſed the Intereſt of 
thoſe Funds ever ſince. But ſuppoſe the worſt, and that that Sum 
cannot be found any other Way, and if we ſhould be even without it, 
is ſuch a Sum as 500,000. ſo great an Addition to the General Debt? 

We owed 17 Millions at the End of the laſt War, and thank God we 
have near paid the Whole, tho? in the moſt expenſive Time that ever 

THE Trade to Africa is allowed the firſt Cauſe hes gies Life and 
Motion to the great Weſtern Navigation, and what $ that firſt 
Cauſe muſt naturally affect all its. Conſequences to the ſame Degree. 
The Negro is the Labourer which raiſes the American Productions of 
all Sorts, Productions cauſe Freight and Navigation, the latter breeds 
Seamen, and in the Whole are nee 800 or looo Sail of Ships, 
and 16000 Seamen annually imploy'd in Time of Peace in the Courſe 
of the Weſt- India Trade. + 2.09: abno@ 2190 7 

AND upon a farther View it will appear, that above 2 or 300, ooo 
Perſons Livelihoods depend, more or leſs, on this great Navigation, 
which ſucceeds; better or worſe, according to * eee Do- | 
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| fo that if this ſo beneficial a Trade was but freed from that Neſt of 


Wl 5, - * 
creaſe,” or the good or bad carrying on the firſt Cauſe, the African 
„ 2. 4 
- FROM whence *tis plainly manifeſt, that if we mortage or ſell 
the African Trade to an Excluſive Company for oo, ooo. We cer- 
tainly at the ſame time Sell the whole Plantation- Trade, and all t Na- 
vigation to the ſame Company, to fave yooo/. per annum, which is 
the ſame thing as to cut off a Man's Head, to ſave a cut Finger. 


BUT if we muſt mortage, ſure tis beſt to do it to the moſt Ad- 


vantage; Let a Branch of the Trade be ſold firſt, that of Jamaira, 
then Barbadoes, and ſo on, till all our Foreign Trades are made Ex- 
cluſive, or till we loſe them all, as we have the Creenland-Trade, 
which is not likely to be recovered again to this Nation. q 
SURE when'tis well conſidered, that the Increaſe and Support of our 
Foreign Trades was the chief Care of our wiſe Anceſtors, and that. 
from thence came all thoſe animal by mas thoſe Springs of Riches 
which have enabled us to ſpend 100 Millions for the {fake of our Liber- 
tics, in a long and bloody War, we ſhall rather purſue the ſame 
Meaſures for the ſake of our Poſterity, then fall into the Account of 
ſelling our Trade to Excluſive Monopolies, the Badges of a laviſh 
People, and always the greateſt Grievance tothe Britiſh Nation. 
IT was the laſt Year the grand Topick of the African Company, 
that this Trade could not be carried on to any Advantage but in an 
Excluſive Stock; W hereas the contrary is evident, for the Separate 
Traders, ſince this Trade was laid open, have undeniably improved 
this Trade, have employ'd greater Stocks, more Ships and Sailors, 
and exported more of our Woollen Manufactures, than ever the 
Company did, when they were Excluſive. And this done at a Time 
when the African Company laid all the Obſtacles and Bars on the Se- 
parate Trade, that a deſigning miſchievous Enemy could deviſe ; and 
to deny this Truth, I challenge the whole Body of that Company; 
Drones, the African Company, and Induſtry left at liberty farther to 
improve it, the Nation would quickly be convinced that nothing 
hitherto but an Engliſh Freedom has hon wanting to extend the 
Trade over the whole Coaſt. And that on the 1 onopolies 
have ever been found to ſtop the Growth of Trade, Experience as 
well as Reaſon will demonſtrate. The Inſtances both at home and 
abroad are too many, and too freſh in every one's Memory to require 
the Particulars. And the Reaſons, that Monopolies do always ſtop the 
Growth of Trade, are altogether as obvious; for when Trade is con- 
fined to a few, who are in no Apprehenſion to be outdone by any 
Rival, they are not likely to take extraordinary Pains to * . 


[39] 
Whereas when many carry on a Trade, their Induſtry and ty 
are always at work to outvie one another. Tis to this we owe 
our great Diſcoveries in Trade. Beſides, as a Nation's Riches conſiſts 2 
in the Diffuſiveneſs of them, ſo Trade, the Source of Riches, ought 7 
to be as extenſive and diffuſive; but I will not ſpend too much of 


your Time on a Subject, in which the greateſt Part of Mankind are 
already agreed. 
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The CASE of the Separate Traders to Africa. 


ETWEEN the Years 1672, and 1698. the preſent African 
Company enjoyed the Trade to Guinea by Patent from King 
Charles, excluſive of others ; but on the repeated Complaints 
from the Plantations, of their not being ſupplied by the faid Com 

with a ſufficient Number of Negroes, the Trade was laid open 

Act of Parliament in 1699, to all — e 5 England to trade to 
alike, on paying 10 per Cent. on rts, upporting Forts, c. 
* LET to ſuch a Height ns Year or two, thi there were 
employed 7 times the Number of Ships, and the Plantations were 
ſupplied with y times the Number of Negroes as by the Company, 
I excluſive; as appears by an Account lately ſent from Barbadoes, 
of the Numbers delivered into that Iſland in 10 Years paſt, being 
7990: and odd by the Company, and 27000 and odd by S 
Traders, and in proportion to all the other Plantations, ſupplying the 
Spaniards with great Numbers befides. | 

_ FIRGINT4 and Maryland ſufficiently diſcover the vaſt Benefit of 
the Increaſe of this Trade by Separate Traders. The former having 
been ſupplied but with very few Negroes in many Years by the Com- 
pany, when excluſive ; the latter (where almoſt all the Tobacco fit 
for, | Markets is produced) with none at all, and the Poſſeſſors 
of many thouſand Acres of uncultivated Ground forced to work alone 
on their own Land bare-foot and bare-legg'd. But ſince the Act for 
laying open the Trade to Africa, that Province hath been fo abun- 
-; + dantly — * with Negroes by Separate Traders, that it now 
ſf makes yearly: 30000 Hogſheads of Tobacco fit for the Conſumption 
| of our Neighbours : To the great Increaſe of Navigation at 
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home, and our vaſt Ballance of Trade abroad. 

THE Money ariſing by the Ten per Cent. Duty, ſince the ſaid 
Act hath amounted to near goooo J. as the Accounts kept thereof make 
appear, Which is more by naar one half than is neceſſary for Support 

0 


r +a 
of all the Forts and Settlements in Guinea, under any tolerable Rules 
of good Husbandry, tho' three times the Number of Soldiers, Am- 
munition, Cc. had been provided, as ever were by the Company; 
who nevertheleſs have kept them in ſo 2 a Condition, that the beſt 
of their Forts have ſurrendred to the firſt Demands that were ever 
made of them this War by the French ; and the Separate Traders, 
inſtead of Protection, daily receive very ill Treatment from the Com- 
pany's Agents and Factors, who, by ſecret Practices and open Vio- 
lence, have often ruined their Voyages, fo much to the Diſc 
ment of the ſaid Separate Traders, that they dare not come near the 
= Engliſh Settlements aſhore 3 but are forced to trade with the Natives 
out at Sea, by which means they have neuer proved of any Advantage to 
© FSeparate Traders, nor anſwered the End intended by keeping them. 
© "THE Exports for Africa loaded with the 10 per Cent. Duty, con- 
ſiſting y Parts in 6. of the Woollen and other Manufactures of Great 
Britain, the Separato Traders are on a very unequal Foot with thoſe 
of other Nations, by means of that Duty, who can ſell all Commo- 
dities proper fon that Country Ten por Cent. cheaper than the Sub- 
jects of Great Britain Whereas. were the Money raiſed by the faid 

Duty rightly applicd, two: Thirds, or one half thereof, would be 
ſüufficient to maintain the ſaid Forts. 

THE Act of Parliament obliges the Company's Stock as a Secu- 
rity for the well maintaining the Forts, and juſtly laying out the Mo- 
© ney ariſing from the Ten per Cent. Duty, whereby being prevented 
making Dividends, they found out an Expedient to evade the Inten- 
tion of the Act, by giving Bottomree-Bonds to their Members to pay 
125 J. on Arrival of their firſt of the Ships, for 1001]. borrowed; b 
Which Means they have divided out their Stock and Ten per Cent. 
Money alſo, /lighting the Trade; and thereby they are become worſe 
than Nothing, by a very great Sum; Nevertheleſs produce fictiti- 
ous Accompts of their Charges on Forts (wherein their chief Factor, 

Accomptant, Warehouſe-keeper, and Gold- taker, are ſtiled Gene- 
rals and Lieutenant-Generals, to about 30 or 40 Soldiers, with near 

4000 J. per annum Salaries) clamouring they are undone by ſupporting 

the ſaid Forts, tho twill appear they are indebted to the Ten per 

Cent. Duty a great Sum. 

> SEVERAL of the Forts pretended to by the Company were built 
out of the Ten per Cem. Duty, and Cabo. Corſo, worth all the reſt, 
is undoubtedly the Nation's Property, being taken from the Dutch at 
the Nation's Charge for tho King Charles granted this Company 
a2 Patent for the ſole Trade, excluſive of all others, together with 
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and all the Settlements in Guinea render'd free for all Engliſh.Men to 


live in; and this Company truſted but for 13 Years with the ſaid 
Settlements, and the Trade laid o 


5 to all. 185 
THE Company argue, that Negroes are become dear on the 


Coaſt, by reaſon of many Buyers, which is rather occaſioned by their 


Factors ſelling them to the Portugueſe, as well as by a greater Num- 


ber than formerly carry'd to the Plantations, which are there ſold ſo 


low, that the Planters have Negroes now for 1; and 2 Hogſheads of 
Sugar per Head, which they uſed to ny the Company ſeven 
Hogſheads for, when the Trade was excluſive. 


THE moſt ciamorous Enemies, againſt the Separate Traders, are 


the Purchaſers of the Company's Bonds, who make all the Intereſt 


they can in aſſiſting the Company to get an excluſive Act; by which 
Means they expect the Bonds they bought, at fo per Cent. Diſcount, 
will come to be paid, if the Separate Traders can be deſtroyed. Which 
is the ſame thing as if the Creditors of any other ena ſhould 
make an Intereſt, that all thoſe of that Bankrupt's Trade or Profeſſion 
ſhould be turn'd out of their Buſineſs, and the other put in; that 
thereby he might be enabled to pay them their full Debts : And the 
Mine-Adventure Company have the ſame Reaſon to petition the Par- 
lament, that all the Mines in England may be ſtopp'd up, and 
none work'd in but ſuch as belong to that Company, that they might 
be thereby enabled to pay their Debts alſo. | 

TO erect an African Company excluſive, is to ſubject one half of 
the World, the Trade of Africa and America, and the Navigation 
depending thereon, to but one Perſon ; which would Pee a Mono- 
poly, in every Reſpect, the moſt grievous to the Subject of any in 
the worſt of T 


Company in the Plantations - and in ſhort, a general Weſi-India 
Company, who would have the Power of laying what Exciſe they 
pleaſed on the Productions of our Plantations, conſumed at home and 


abroad; and Confinement of Trades to ſuch Monopolies is not only a 


Diſcouragement to Induſtry, but often proves the Ruin of 


thoſe Trades ſo monopolized, as appears by the Greenland and Ruſſian 
fined. to a Company excluſive, 


Trades; The former, when not co 
imployed about 8 or 10 Ships per Annum; and when a Company, 
none at all: The latter, when in a Company, imployed 6 or 7 Ships 
per Annum, and ſince laid open, near 100 Sail: And even this very 
African Company, when excluſive, in Peace, imployed but 20 odd 
Ships per Aunum, but in a Year or two after the Trade was opened, 
there were diſpatched 81 Ships from the Port of London only S one 

| N 4 J ne ; | ear, 


imes, being effectually three Companies under one De- 
nomination, a Woollen Manufacture Company at home, a Negroe 


3 | 
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| Year on account of Separate Traders, beſides thoſe on account of 
the Company. | | 
THE \Portugueze Settlements in Africa are a National 4 
and the Trade continued free and open to all Adventurers of tliat 
Nation alike, which has raiſed Brazile to be the moſt flouriſhing 
> Colony in all the Weſt-Indies, till, about 9 Years ago, the King of 
5 Portugal erected a Company called the Cachoa Company, which in 
4 or 5 Years time brought the Price of Negroes in Brazile to 300 
Milreys per Head, to the Ruin of many of their Sugar-Works and 
that Company too, who failed, tho' the King was their Governor. 
And now the Trade is again open as before, when they carricd more 
Negroes off than all European Nations beſides. = | | 
THE preſent pretence of erecting a new African Company, by 
Subſcriptions on a new Bottom, is like an old rotten Ship new paint- 
ccd, being ſtill the ſame Ship, in regard the firſt part of the Subſcrip- 
| tions is 150, ooo J. for Value of the fame Forts, and the new Subſcri- 
bers are the ſame preſent Managers of the Company, then the ſame 
Owners of their Shares, Bonds, Sc. or other Creditors, fo that tis 
the ſame Company ſtill, and yet the Subſcriptions not half full nei- 
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| ther; tho' if full, no body is obliged to pay the J. in, as appears 

buy the Preamble of the ſaid Subſcriptions, which is a Fineſſe of Stock- 
Jobbing. e 3 | 

: * © BUT were the Deſign on an equitable Foot; to erect an Afri- 

' can Company excluſive would be to confine that Trade to London 


only, excluding North Britain, and all the other Parts of the Queen's 
Dominions ; to confine the Importation of Gold to but one Perſon 
only, hindring five hundred others from bringing it in; to confine 
all the Plantations to one Seller of Negroes, inſtead of many hun- 
àreds, and to a ſlender Supply of 5000 Negroes per Amium, inſtead 
of 30,000: All which is the ſame as to ſtop up 40 Silver and Gold 
Mines, and ſuffer but one to be work'd in. | 
Tis from the Number of People, the Manufactures, and Produc- 
tions of France, that that Nation hath been able to carry on an of- 
fenfive War ſo long againſt all her Neighbours : And 'tis from the 
Manufactures of Great Britain, and Productions of our Plantations, 
> that we have been able to make ſuch Efforts againſt fuch an Enemy; 
and as uſeful Hands are the true Riches of any Country, ſo our vaſt- 
1 of 8 in 3 ſo fruitful, of various Kinds of rich Pro- 
ions, by means of theſe Negroes, will (if ever one Quarter peo- 
pled) make ſuch an Addition of mah to Great Britain, as will in 
time put us on a Foot of Power Superior to any of our Neighbours; 
all which depends on the great N 7 of theſe uſeful Hands brought 
a | from 
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from Africa by Sep Traders, whoſe Stocks are managed undef 
their own Care and Induſtry, and not by any Stock-Jobbing Society, 
excluſive of all * 

NOTHING hath given ſo great Enco ent to the Trade of 
Britain, as our Gentry bringing up their Children to Foreign Trade, 
who have 1 increaſed improved it in all its Branches, not 
cramped by excluſive Companies. 23 what muſt be the Conſe- 

quences of augumenting the Number of Monopolies, in reſpect to 
har Point only; none, our Gentry ſend their younger Sons abroad, 
to be bred up in Foreign Armies, and fight other Nations Quarrels * i 


Or mull they ſend them into 1 2 Countries to learn Trade and ſettle 
there? 
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REMARKS or the Aﬀricen Company's 
Memorial. 2 


HE African d in the above-mention'd Paper, aſſert, 
tho from no j 


ns, 
0 THAT Font and Alliances with the Natives are neceſ- 
& ſary, for the Defence, Preſervation, and Improvement 

& of the Trade to Africa. 
ye THAT by any. other Method than that of a Joint- Sock 

< oxchifive, a ſaid: Forts and Alliances cannot be main- 

60 tained, and the Trade carried on to the Advantage of 

© Great Britain. 

Br in anſwer, As to the fabulous Story of Alliances, ſet forth in 
the ſaid Memorial, as neceſſary to Trade, it ſeems, rather a Dream 
than an Argument; unleſs are meant the evil Practices of the Com- 
pany's Factors, ſetting Coy innocent People, in the Neighbourhood 
of their Forts, to "un Ears, that they may have the buying 
the Captives on A rather than go further for them, as the 
Separate Traders 51 Or unleſs they mean Alliances made in the time 
of War with the Enemies of Great Britain, to ruin Separate 'Traders. 
Indeed it may ſo happen, that there may be Occaſion to lend ſome 


Ammunition and Arms to ſome of the Natives, on extraordinary Oc- 
caſions, which may be once in many Years, the Value whereof” is 


uſually paid again with great Profit. There are alſo. ſome Daſty's or 
Preſents given, of no Value, once a Year, which can as eaſily. 
be done, under a ee Company, as under an excluſive; or if 
in the Government s Hands, as well as by either. AS 
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C 35 3 | 
AS to Forts being neceſſary, &c. the Separate Traders never 
f dund any Uſe at all of them, for creating, increafing, or protecting 
the African Trade; for theſe Reaſons, | | 
4 1. BECAUSE the Coaſt of Africa extends 7000 Miles between 
Cape de Verd and Cape Bona Eſperance, and the Company's Forts are 
ſituated (all but James-Fort in Gambia) in the Compals of 157 Miles, 
on the Gold Coaſt, and can have no Influence beyond the Reach of 
> each of their Guns. 

24ly, In the River Gambia, the Trade is carried on from 10 to 200 
Miles above the Company's Fort; which River is 4 or 5 Miles 
wide where that Fort ftands, and any Ship or Veſſel can go by it out 
of Shot of their Guns. F 

34ly, On the Gold Coaft the Natives come up and down the Coaſt, 
many Miles from above and below the faid Forts, in Boats, bringing 
Gold, Ne and Elephants Teeth, which they {ell to Ships out 
at Sea; and if no Engliſh Ships are there, they ſell them to the Por- 
tugueſe Ships, or Dutch Interlo ſome of which they never fail of. 
The Portugueſe load great Numbers of Veſſels with Negroes all along 
this Tract of Land on the Gold Coaft, moſtly on the Faith of the Na- 
tives, thoꝰ they have no Forts or other Settlements to protect them; 
bur are taken by the Dutch Ships, if caught on the Coaſt, without 
having firft df a Mul&t on the Value of their Cargoes to them. 
 4thly. AT Widah, the greateſt Mart for Slaves in Africa, fituate 
about 40 or fo Leagues below the Gold Coaſt, 4 9 Miles within 
the Lag, the Ring hath preſerved a Neutrality all this War, and all 
Nations lie ETA and trade together there, without daring 
to moleſt one another, under his Protection. Here the Company 
have a Store-houſe for their Goods, three Miles from the Water, 
which they call a Fort; but fo infignificant, that the French built 
fuch another within half aGun-ſhot of them this War. 

fthly. BETWEEN Gambo and Cape Mount there are no Forts, 
but the thatch'd Store-houſes at Sierra Leone and Sherbro, of about 
40 Yards ſquare each, now in Ruins; and between Cape Mount and 
the Gold Cbaſt, which is many hundred Leagues, no Fort, Factory 
or Settlement of the Company's; and between M dab and Cape Bona | 
Eſperance there never were any Settlements, but a very great Trade 
s. carried on between thoſe Places, by all European Nations, on the 
= Faith -f the Natives only, and the mutual Adyantage of Commeree. 


WAF the Company ay themſelves of theſè Forts doth not 
prove them neceſſary to Trade, as appears by an Extract of the Re- 
port of the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade, in theſe” Words, . That 
the faid Forts are a Protection to them againſt any Inſults from the 
CONES. + E 2 © Negroes; 
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* Negroes; but they own'd, they were not capable of refiſting an 
Attack from an European Enemy, that.ſhould come before thefn 
c with Ships of War. Tho' it muſt be obſerved, the Separate 
Traders have ſeldom or never met with any Inſults from the Natives, 
but often from the Company's Negro-Servants, and other their 
Agents reſiding in the {aid Forts. 

BUT were Forts eſſential to Trade, is it not the Intereſt then of 
thoſe who do trade, to preſerve them, more than of thoſe who do 
not? And more reaſonable to believe ſuch, as by their long woeful 
Experience have found the contrary true, by being obliged to trade 
out of the Influence of the Forts, than the Company, who rarely go 
turther than thoſe ſaid Forts and Settlements. | 

AS to the ſecond Propoſition, That no other Method, than an 
Excluſive Company, can be found out, for carrying on the Trade 
to the Advantage of Great-Britain; the quite contrary hath been al- 
ready proved, by the daily Practice of Separate Traders. And if 
Forts are to be maintained, that can as well be done Dy a regulated 
| 2 Company, as an excluſive; or by the Crown, if thought fit, 
eſpecially when the Money N to maintain them far exceeds 
the neceſſary Charge thereof. | 

'TIS allowed, the Dutch, French, Danes, and Brandenburghers, 
have Forts in Guinea: The French have one at Goree, near Cape ds 
Verd, kept by the King's Command; otherwiſe it would have been 
quitted long ago by the Senegall Company. The Brandenburghers 
have a Fort at Cape Treſpointas, which they would ſell to any that 
would buy it; but as yet cannot find Purchaſers. The Danes had a 
Fort near Cape Coaſt le, which they found ſo unneceſſary, that 
they ſold it to the firſt Bidder, the Engliſb; and would {ell their 
other at Accra, if any would buy it. The Dutch Company indeed, and 
Zealand Interlopers, are juſt on the ſame Foot as our African Com- 
. Pany, and the Separate Traders, who keep their Forts to oppreſs 
their Fellow- Traders; tho', like the Dog in the Manger, they don't 

Trade themſelves. ; | 
IHE Company inſinuate a Neceſſity for an Excluſive Trade to 
Africa, from the Nation's confining it to a Company in the Eaft- 
India Trade, and the late Union of the old and new Eaſt-India Com- 
panies; which is a wrong-judg'd ſophiſtical Alluſion, when tis con- 
ſider d: The Reaſon for doing the one is the true Reaſon for not 
doing the other; becauſe the Exports to India being Bullion, and 
the Imports from thence conſiſting of ſuch Commodities as very 
much interfere with the Manufactures of Great Britain, therefore 
ſuch a Trade ought to be confined to but one Exporter and one Im- 
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porter, rather than to many: But in the African Trade, the Exports 
conſiſting of the Woollen and other Manufactures of Great Britain, 
and the Imports conſiſting of Gold, Elephants "Teeth, and Hands 
abſolutely neceſſary for raiſing the Productions of our Plantations, of 
much more Advantage to us than Gold or Silver, tis better, doubt- 
leſs, to open ſuch a Trade to ten thouſand Exporters and Importers, 
than SLY it to one Perſon or Company excluſive. | 

"TIS alledg'd by the 8 their Forts coſt them 340007. 
notwithſtanding the private 'Traders malicious Suggeſtions to the 
contraryz beſides the Charge of Repairing them from Time to 
Time, and erecting others ſince. | 490 

IN anſwer to which, Sir John Criſp hath ſtill a Demand upon 
them of 200007. on account of that Purchaſe, and *tis believ d that 
whole Sum was never paid; but if it ever was paid, twas on Conſi- 
deration of the Monopoly, worth five times that Sum, and not the 
Forts; and the private Traders do {till inſiſt, that the „ 
Property in the ſaid Forts, and Stores belonging thereto, is under 
100001. Value now, and were proved to be of much leſs Worth at 
the time of paſſing the late Act; and they have built or repair'd none 
fince, but out of the Money ariſing by the 10 per Cent. Duty, moſt- 
Iy paid by Separate Traders, who have a Property therein, in Pro- 
portion to what they paid. | 

BUT nothing can be fo ridiculous as the Company's Pretences 
for an additional Value on the ſaid Forts, for the Money and Intereſt 
laid out for repairing them, when they enjoy'd this Monopoly, ex- 
cluſive of all others, for 26 Years together, ſo much to the Detri- 
ment of this Nation; which is like a Man that hath a Leaſe of a 
Houſe for 207. per Annum, that is worth fool. per Annum, and yet 
continually dunns his Landlord for the Charge of Repairs, tho' not 
obliged to pay it. | 

THE Company 22 the Charge of their Forts, ſince laying 
the Trade open, had amounted to 264000]. and that the 10 per Cent. 
Duty paid on both ſides, hath not amounted to above the aforeſaid 
Sum of 900001. in that Time, and ground thoſe Accounts on Diſ- 
burſements in Africa paid in Gold, produced out of half that Value 
in Goods, except a 200007. Article charged for Aſſurance (but ne- 


ver paid ;) ſo that the Remainder, after deducting an over- Charge of 


300001. for Generalſhip, is about 2 14000. Money of Africa, which 
is 1070001. Money in England: From whence it appears, the Com- 
pany can be out of Pocket but 170001. more than they receiv'd in 
this Time, were thoſe Accounts true, which are fictitious in al- 
moſt every Article of them. Ws 
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'FIS urged, the Company exported in Peace, when exclu- 
five, 70000 J. Value in Woolln wa pert Manu which 
was for maintaining Forts, and Trade too; out of which deducting 
what they ſay they annually lay out on their Forts, the Remainder 
will appear to be but 40 odd thouſand Pounds: Whereas the Ex- 
orts tor Africa in the two Years of Peace, fince the Trade was 
fad open, amounted to 1600001. per Annum, beſides the 10 per 
Cent. Duty, and other Charges; which prove the ſaid Exports, con- 
fiſting of Britiſh Manufactures moſtly, encreaſed four times more, 
than when the Trade was confin'd to a Com excluſive; and 
ſuch Increaſe muſt have its beneficial Influences in Proportion. 
IHE Company fay in their Memorial, the Separate Traders em- 
ployed 81 Ships in one Year, (which was An. 1701.) but thro Diſ- 
appointments have ſent but one fifth part of that Number ſome Years 
paſt. In Anſwer to which, that Number was ſent from the Port of 
London only in that Year, beſides 20 or 30 others from other Parts 
of England and thePlantations, at the fame Time, which they don't 
mention: And that as to ſending but one fifth part of 81 Ships a, 
Year ſince, which is but fixteen, the rate Traders have ſent 
more than 3 or 4 times that Number moſt Years ſince, from London, 
Briſtol, the Plantations: And even this laſt Year, between Mi- 
chaelmas 1707, and Michaelmas 1708. 34 Ships have been Ar 
from London and Briſtol only, by Separate Traders, beſides 8 or 10 
Ships diſpatch'd ſince that and Jannar)y laſt, notwithſtanding the 
Lob of 22 Ships employ'd by them in this Trade, moſtly the Year 
before. Whereas the Company, who make much Noiſe of the 


Danger of loſing the Trade, have ſent but four Ships in the ſame 
Time, and loſt but one. | 


BUT computing thoſe 81 ſeparate Ships and Cargoes diſpatch'd 
from London but at 3000 J. Value, one with another, the leaſt Coſt 
of ſuch as are uſually employ'd in the Negro-Trade, they amount to 
2430001. Value, which in the Circulation of Trade employs more 
than as much more Stock to carry on, by means of the long Credit 
given to the Planters abroad, the Cuſtoms advanc'd on Goods, and 
Credit given the Buyers after the Arrival at home; and adding the 
Stock employ'd in the neceffary Charge of fitting out again, makes 
together at leaſt 600,000]. Stock employ'd by Separate Traders of 
London only in carrying on this Trade; and compared with the 
Stock Ad by the Company, *twill appear one exceeds the 
bther 7 or 8 to one. | | 

HOW reaſonable then can it be to exclude ſuch a Stock, em- 


ploy'din the moſt beneficial Branch of all our foreign Trade, by 
many 
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many induſtrious Separate Traders, and riſque that whole Trade 


again under the negligent Care of a Compan wo whoſe Pre- 


deceſſors have broke once or twice before, and the preſent Company's 


Bonds and Debts are now. {old at about IO Shllngs in the Pound. 
THE Company ſay the Planters in America complain the Separate 

, have not ſupplied them with a ſuffi- 

thele F or 6 Years, which the Separate 

Traders did never hear of before; but on the contrary can prove, 


that Jamaica, Virginia, and Maryland, are well ſtock'd with Ne- 
| 23 tho? the latter never was ſup non by the Company, but by 
n 


te Traders only, which have there ſold from 16 to 24. 
per Head all this War, and vaſt Numbers carried off again from the 
23 to the Spaniards, and fold for Bullion or Pieces of Eight: 
And the Separate Traders can prove, they have made Proviſion for 
ſupplying Jamaica only, and the Spaniards, with 10500 Negroes 
for the laſt Year, beſides what the e e. y have done. But as for 
Barbadoes, thoſe People having made a ſome Years paſt for Pa- 
per-Money to be current m "kr — for Negroes, 41 all other 
that Hand which was ufually ſupplied with 3 or 4000 Ne- 
groes per Annum by Traders before, hath been flenderly ſup- 
ſince; nor can it the Plantations can be ſupplied ſo 


well in War as in Peace, when ar leaſt one Third of the Ships ſent to 


all 
BU Dake Plata complain r Bonne what a Condition muſt they 


have. been in, if ſupp Company, who, in their Ac- 
counts given in to the Sen by te of Trade, own they never carried in 


but yo and odd Negroes a Year into all the Plantations in time of 
Peace, when excluſive of all: _— and but 1800 Ne a'Year, 
one Year with another, fince the Trade was open. And this Year 
the Value of the Company's Exports, in the above 4 Ships, was but 
94401. for their Trade, and for maintaining their Forts alſo: Part 
whereof, 5000 and odd Pounds, was paid moſtly by Separate Traders 
on the Ten ger Cent. Duty the alt Year, which ou he to have been 
for Support of their Forts. So that the Remainder, on the Company's 
proper Account for Trade, amounts to but 4400 and odd Pounds. 
AS the Company ſtick at nothing to ſupport their ſinking Condi- 
tion; ſo they give out, to allure and ſilence the Plantations, that th 
will ſupply them with Negroes at 167. per Head. But the I ds, 
9 of Performance will appear, on . that they pay 11 3 
ead Freight now for each Negro; and in their pri 
Alive 'd to the 9 of the Houſe laſt Winter, — 2 — he 
the frſt Coſt of the Goods in — for the Purchaſe of each Ne- 


gro, 
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gro, is 61: and that there is 15 per Cent. loſt by Mortality, as they ſay 
alſo: All which, together with Aſſurance, makes 207. Sterling at 
leaſt: Then adding 14. per Cent. for Captains Commiſſions on the 
Coaſt, and Factors Commiſſions in the Yeft-Indies, and 25 per Cent. 
Loſs on Returns; and adding the Charge of Aſſurance home, and 
Management at home and abroad, which, if their Forts coſt them 
30000 J. per Annum, as they ſay; and allowing they ſhould deliver 
ooo Negroes per Annum into the Plantations, as they did in Peace, 
when they were excluſive; we ſay, adding that Charge, 'twill be 
6 or 71. er Head more: So that *tis plain, as they manage Matters, 
they muſt pay at leaſt 28 or 307. this War, for what they pretend to 
fell at 16/7. And even in Peace this Charge will be but very little lefs 
in any Article but Freight; then how can it be their Intereſt to in- 


creaſe this Trade to the utmoſt, when the more Negroes they ſell, 
the ſooner they muſt be undone? 


BUT when an Experiment hath been made 20 odd Years of an 
African Company excluſive, and then of an open 'Trade, under 
Separate Traders; and itappears, the latter exceeded the former 
to the Nation's Benefit, by means of the Increaſe of ſuch Trade, 
as hath been proved, at leaſt one Million a Year in time of Peace: 
Tis plain near ſo many Millions were loſt to the Nation, as the 
former were Years excluſive. From whence 'tis humbly hoped, 
no ſuch detrimental Monopoly will ever be granted agar, (e- 
ſpecially by Sanction of Parliament) but the Separate Traders be 
relieved from the Oppreſſions of the Company, and our Wool- 
len and other Manufactures diſcharged from ſuch part of the Ten 
per Cent. Duty, as ſhall appear more than neceſſary for maintaining 
the ſaid Forts, if thought fit ſtill to be kept. | 


A VIEW of the State of the Trade to Africa. 


FTER many Years Experience of the African Company's en- 
Joying the Trade to Africa in a Joint-Stock excluſive 
THE Parliament, in 1697. found it abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Preſervation and Support of the Plantations, and . Colonies 1n 
America, to lay open this Trade to all the Subjects of England. 

COMPLAINTS being continually ſent over from the ſeveral I- 
lands in the Weſt-Indies, that a Joint-Stock-Company to der 
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proved to be injurious and prejudicial to the Plantation-T'rade in 
Amrica, with Teſpedt to the Production of the Commodities thoſe 
Parts afford. 

HOW far the Expedient then made uſe of by Parliament has an- 
ſwered the Expectation of the Planters in America, and the Defi 
of the Legiſlature, muft be ſubmitted to the Confideration of the 
Houſe of Commons, from the Demonſtration that has been given for 
ten Years together. 

AS to the Improvement of the Trade, the Increaſe of Navigation, 
and the Supply of greater Numbers of — to the Plantations 
and Spaniards, as well as the Exportation of larger Quantities of the 
Woollen and other ManufaCtures that has been made by the Separate 
Traders to Africa, ſince the Trade was laid open, than ever was 
done by the African Company when excluſive; 

NOTWITSTANDING all the open and ſecret Practices to 
moleſt and obſtruct the Separate Traders to Africa, in their Com- 
merce and Negotiations upon the Coaſt of Africa, has moſt appa- 
rently been put in Execution by Means of the African Company 

THE Dutch, the Danes, the French, and Por 


tugueze, have all 
2 to carry on this Trade by a Joint-Stock Company ex- 
cluſive. 

AND the fame Misfortune which attended the Bankrupt Prede- 
ceſſors of this Engliſh African Company, or the fame bad Succeſs 
which the preſent African Co have met with, has conſtantly 
befallen all Nations that has — the Trade to Africa by a Joint- 
Stock Company excluſive. 

THE Portugueze are ſenſible of their Error, and for ſome Years 
have traded to Africa in a free and open Manner; and altho they 
have no Forts and Caſtles on the Gold Coaſt of Africa, yet their 


Concern in that Trade is now become greater than any other Nation 


that has Forts and Settlements there, and in deſpite of all the Force, 

Malice and Influence of other Rivals and Competitors in Trade, they 
imploy more Ships, and carry off more Negroes from the Coaſt of 
Africa, than any Joint-Stock Company whatſoever. 

BY this Method of trading, the Portugueſe have mightly enriched 
themſelves, and made Braſil the moſt flouriſhing and mucfel Colony 
in the Univerſe. a 

CAN the African Company produce a ſingle Inſtance of any 
Trade in the World that was ever loſt and ruined by being laid open 
and free to all People? 


WHAT Abilities of Mind and Purſe are diſcernible in the Ma- 


TE... 
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may be found in a Regulated Company, who may be elected from 
thence to do greater Services and better Offices to the Trade, than 
ever hitherto has been performed, by any Guardian or Truſtee that 
has managed the Eſtate in Trade of the Adventurers in the African 
Company. 

DOTH there appear any peculiar Talent from thoſe Perſons, in 
their diſcharging the Truſt the Crown gave them, of uſing their 
Common Seal in multiplying the Number of their Bonds, to the 
Benefit and Advantage of the preſent Proprietors? 

HAS the Faithfulneſs and Care of the African Company, in an- 
ſwering the Intent of Parliament, that intruſted them with Forts and 
Caſtles on the Coaſt of Africa, for the Protection and Security of all 
the Subjects of England, been ſo conſpicuous, that Men of Worth 
and Probity are not to be found, who may approve themſelves as va- 
luable Stewards, without Spot and Blemiſh, as the Governor and 
Committee of the African Company appear to have been; Is it not 
poſfible and practicable, that by a Regulated Company this Trade 
to Africa may be managed, as much for the Intereſt and Security of 
the Adventurers and the the Plantations in America, as ever hitherto 
it has been done by a Joint- Stock Company excluſive. 

SEEING therefore that the Welfare and Exiſtence of the Planta- 
tions in the Weſt-Indies depends ſolely upon the Trade to Africa.; 

AND the Safety, Happineſs and Riches of this Nation depends 
in a great Meaſure upon the Trade to Africa and America; 


IT is moſt humbly ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of the Houſe of 
Commons, from rhe Proof and Expericnce that has been alrea- 
dy ſhown; 

WHETHER it is molt for the Advantage of this Kingdom, 
and the Plantations thereunto belonging, that the Trade to 
Africa hound be carried on by a Joint-Stock Company ex- 
cluſive: 

OR by a free and open Manner in a Regulated Company, under 
ſach Rules and Proviſions as may be for the Preſervation of this 
Trade, by maintaining ſuch Forts and Caſtles as may be thought 
neceſſary for that Purpoſe; whereby all the preſent Adven- 
turers in the Joint-Stock of the African Company, and all the 
Separate Traders to Africa, as well as all Perſons, by virtue of the 
Union and Naturalization Acts of Parliament, that incline to 
be concerned in this Trade, may be upon one and the fame 


Foungation. | 
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A VIEW of the State of the Trade to Africa. 


SIX, 


IN Anſwer to your Enquiry, what may be the Value of the pre- 
ſent African Company's Stock, and of their Forts and other Sct- 
tlements in Guinea, which they impoſe on the New Subſcribers 

at one hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds, and what their preſent 

Condition may be in relvelt to their Bonds, Debts? Ge. 

AND what Advantages may be gained by the New Subſcribers, 
whoſe Subſcriptions are to be binding, if the Company ſhould obtain 
an Act of Parliament to exclude all Separate Traders, 

IN Anſwer to the firſt 2 what may be the Value of their 
Forts, Cc. Tis neceſſary to ſhew, what is theirs, and what 1s not, 
and to demonſtrate the Condition of them, according to the laſt Ad- 


vices from the Coaſt, from whence the Value may be rightly 


judged of. 


PRIVATE Perſons began the firſt Settlements in Africa, which 
Trade was open for many Years, and the late Sir Nicholas Criſp or 
his Anceſtors were in poſſeſſion thereof, when this Company's Bank- 
rupt Predeceſſors obtained a Patent from King Charles to incorporate 


them, who were to pay the ſaid Sir Nicholas Criſp twenty thouſand 


Pounds; but I cannot learn 'tis yet paid, and Sir 7ohn Crisp ſtill re- 


mains a Claimant of the ſaid Debt from this Company. 

THE former Company that broke, not ſtaying till they became 
worſe than nothing, as is the Practice of this refined Age, paid 40 per 
Cent. of their Debts; and this preſent Company ſay they bought the 
ſaid Forts and Settlements of them, and fay they paid for them 


40, 00 J. which remains a Doubt, till proved; but if they did, and 


repair'd from Time to Time the Storc-houſes, and other Buildings 
neceſſary for their Goods, Negroes, Servants, &:. had they not the 
Trade excluſive for 20 odd Years in Peace? Wherein they put their 
own Prices on all Manufactures proper for @#inea at home, and on 


Negroes, and other Commodities bought and fold in Africa, as well 
as on the Plantation Goods in America, to the great Detriment 


of the Colonies. 


One of the beſt Forts of the Company (the Fort of Gambo) and that 
of Sierra Leone were taken by the French in open Boats, who deemed 


them not worth the keeping when they had them, which is a ſuffi- 


cient Argument againſt the Neceſſity of Forts for ſupporting: Trade 


nor are they uſed to flight Places of ſuch Value as thoſe ought to make 


in the Company's ridiculous Computation of 1 $0,000 /. 
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IT a in the Company's Books of the Ten per Cent. Duty 
That - M their other F bots were not for ſome Years, this War, 
more than fixty or ſeventy Soldiers, beſides a General, and three 
Lieutenant Generals, without other under-Officers, ſome of them 
having but two or three Men a-piece, many of their Guns without 
Carriages, ill ſtor d with Proviſions, liable moſt of them to the ſame 
Fate as that of Gambo, if attempted by the French, who, as yet, have 
not thought it worth their while z and can it be believed, if they were 
of ſuch Value, they would be fo lighted, and kept but juſt for a Pre- 
tence to ſink the Ten per Cent. Duty from: 'Tho' indeed they charge 
thirty thouſand Pounds per Annum tor their keeping, which moſt Years 
amounts to four hundred Pounds per Man per Annum; whence the 
New Subſcribers may eaſily perceive what Sort of Accounts they are 
like to have for their Money, if paid in. 

THE ſeparate Traders have paid onthe Ten per Cent. Duty, about 
fixty thouſand Pounds, out of which hath been built ſince the Act, 
Comenda, the ſecond beſt Place on the Gold Coaſt, and is their Pro- 

rty, in Proportion to the Money paid by them on that Duty ; and 
4 if that Account ſhould be juſtly ſtated, tis not all their Pro- 
perty in the Forts will pay the Ballance due to the ſeparate Traders. 

CABO Corſo, worth all the reſt of the Forts on the Coaſt of Guinea, 
was taken by a Squadron of Exgliſo Men of War in King Charles his 
Time from the Dutch, and remain'd ſo to the Nation at makir 
Peace: Whence it became the Nation's Property in general, and the 
Company have no more Right to diſpoſe of it, than of the Towerof 
Lond 


on. 

BUT fay this Company, the Dutch took a ſmall Place call'd Cor- 
manteen from the former Company, and would perſuade the World 
they ought to have one Place for t'other, the Property of which was 
in no Body's Power to alienate, but that of Parliament; andallowing 
twas included in their Charter by Patent, the Parliament made void 
that Patent; and, by their Act in 1697, made Carbo Corſo, and all 
other Parts of Guinea, free for all the Subjects of Exgland to live in 
and trade to alike, tho' it hath pleaſed the Company to permit no o- 
ther but themſelves to live or have any thing to do in their Forts. 

BUT ſuppoſe the Patent was valid, and King Charles had the law- 
ful Liberty of giving away the Nation's Conqueſts, could it be ima-- 
gined ſuch Patentees ſhould be permitted after enjoying it, with the 
Monopoly of the African Trade, for ſo many Years, to {ell it to the 
Dutch again, when they had no more to do with it, as the Company 
pretend to do, or even to any other Felow-Subject, while the ſe- 
parate Traders are, in expreſs Words in the Act of Parliament, allow'd 
the Privilege, Uſe, and other Benefit thereof, which they have paid 
ſo dear for, and the Company have but three Years to come A be 

| nger 
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longer intituled to the Poſſeſſion of it themſelves, which ends at the 


Expiration of the preſent Act for ſettling the Trade to Africa. 

THE Parliament, in expreſs Words, obliging the Company with 
their Stock, and Ten per Cem. Duty, to maintain the ſaid Settlement, 
for the murual A of all Traders in general, they could make 
no Dividends; ſo found out a new Way of dividing their Stock as 
well as the Money paid on the Ten per Cent. Duty, by giving Bonds 
of 1251. for 100. botrow'd; payable on Arrival of &er a one of nine 
or ten of their Ships therein named, whereby they have effectually e- 
vaded the Intention of the Act, neglected the Forts, and ſunk the Mo- 
ney which ſhould maintain them on one Hand, and encouraged their 
Factors abroad to prejudice the Separate Traders by all Means in their 
Power on the other Hand z which brings me to the Condition of the 
Forts and Settlements. The following Account whereof being taken 
from ſeveral Eye-W itneſſes, ready to have teſtify'd the Truth there- 
of, if the Diſpute had come before the Parliament laſt Seſſion; and 
being confirmed ſince by Men of good ent and Obſervation, 
lately return'd from Guizea, will ſufficiently ſhew how near the Com- 
pany's fictitious Value of 1500001. for their Forts comes to Truth. 


The State and Condition of the Engliſh Forts and Settle: 
ments in Africa, in 1706 and 1707. | 


om. in Gambo taken by the French, in open Boats, the Walls 


partly blown up, and no otherwiſe repaired, than by a Heap of 
Stones and Rubbiſh confuſedly put together. 
Sierra Leone, taken alſo by open Boats, remains in Ruins, was 
y a thatch'd Store-houſe, forty Yards ſquare. 
herbro, a thatch'd Houle, thirty Yards ſquare, moſtly tumbled 


down. 
Queen Anne's Point —— one Man, no Guns, is a Place like a Pid- 


- geon-Houle, wherein one Centinel is kept, to hinder the Natives car-- 


rying Corn to the Separate Traders out at Sca. 

Aniſhan, a Negroe-Houſe, one Man and no Guns. 

Anmabo, moſtly tumbled down, commonly called the Company's 
Brew-houſe. b | | | 
 £zga, a Negroe-Houſe, one Man, no Guns. 

Shidoe, a Store-houſe for Goods. "Fu 

HYinaba, a ſorry Place, of no Strength. 

Accra, a ſmall Fort with about 20 Guns, uuallymann'd with one 


Man to two Guns. 


Widda, 


- 377446, a Stofe-houſe for Goods; three Miles from the Water- 
ſide, the Trade whereof at nine Miles Diſtance in the Land, and hath 
been a Neutral Port all this War. 


Dicky's Cove, of no Strength, a bad Foundation, one Part or other 


often tumbling down, ſerves only to keep three or four Men in, to 
give Notice of the Arrival of Ships. 


Succandee, once taken by the Negroes, a ſorry Place. 


Comenda, built out of the Ten per Cent. Duty, hath about one 
Man to two Guns. 


Cabo Corſo-Caſtle, worth all the reſt of the Forts in Guinea, but 
cannot defend Ships that draw much Water, and commanded by 
Danes Hill, where the Company had a ſmall Fort, called Fort- Royal, 
but was waſhed down by the Rain, and remains yet unrepaired. 


Extract of a Letter relating to the African Company's Af 
fairs in Guinea. Dated July 16, 1708. 


oo &f 
0. JN the Years 1706, and 1707. calling at Sierra Leone, and Sherbro, 
cc 


both Voyages, I found thoſe Places quitted, one taken by the | 


& French, the other entirely ruined for Want of Repairs, and the 
Gold Coaſt Settlements in a very indifferent Condition, ſorrily 
© mann'd, and not capable of protecting any Ships, except Cape Coaſt 
« Caſtle, which was very ill mann'd alfo, with a ſorry Garriſon of 
<« Portugueze, Mulatioes, and of all Nations in Number between 30 
&« and 40 Men and Boys, and in no Manner provided for a Siege of 
< ſeven Days; anddocomputeall the Settlements on the Gold Coaſt, 
« which are very ſmall ones, except Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and all their 


4 Guns, Stores, &c. not more worth than oO. Value. All which 
I am ready to teſtify when required. 


THE foregoing Valuation and Condition of Forts is further con- 


firmed by the following Extract of a Report made lately on the fore- 
mentioned Diſpute, viz. 


Extract of the Report laid before the Queen and Council. 


o & HEIR Forts and Caſtles, and other their dead Stock, the 
= Company do value at 141, 450 J. tho' the private Traders ſay, 
that (at paſſing the aforeſaid Act) all the Forts and Caſtles then in 
their [Poſſeſſion were valued by ſome private Traders, well ac- 
«& quainted with their Affairs, at no more than 41001. or thereabouts, 


& which 
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to the Natives, 
& "tis ſaid was then to the Satisfaction of the Houſe of Com- 
& mons. And if they are of any greater Valuation now, oy any ad- 
cc ditional Fortifications made to any of them {ſince that Time, the 
“ private Traders hope twill be thought reaſonable, that ſuch Im- 
« provement will be looked upon as owing to the Ten per Cent. by 
ce them paid, purſuant to the ſaid Act, in proportion to the ſaid 
cc Duty. 


AS to their other Stock, beſides Forts and Caſtles, they give inan 
annual Valuation thereof in the aforementioned Diſpute 15 9 Years 
between 1698 and 1707. which was laid before the —— and Coun- 
cil alſo, in theſe Words. 


Extract of Report. 


« r H ar Your Majeſty may have a View of the Company's Joint 
8 T Stock, at . Tin when the Trade was o by ts fore- 
&« faid Act of Parliament; its Riſe and Fall ſince that Time, and how 
it now ſtands; we take the Liberty to lay before Your Majeſty 
I the following Scheme, ſhewing what Money has been called in by 
c the Company, the Ballance of their Books, Dividends by them made, 
& and the Value of their Stock from 1698, to 1707, incluſive. 


Money called in by Ballance of the Com- | Dividends made by | Value of the Com- | 
the Company. pany's Books, the Company. pany's Stock. 


127. r Share: I. 6. d. 
1698] 57096 oo oo 189913 of oo 30l. per Share. 
1699 | 1191470 04 OI] 
1700 [205748 14 021 
1701] 61. per Share. 210368 19 04 
1702] 64IfoO oo 00|1I9916Ff 16 03 A 
[703] 71. per Share.|202117 10 oz| 57282 15 00 
704 74112 10 0021674 08 oo[10f75 10 00 


Mr. Beaumont, the Company's ſaid Accomprant, being asked, 
e how the Ballanceof 1698, which is 189, 913 J. 75. o d. didariſe, he 
A ſaid, that therein was included the Value of the Company's Ships 
and Effects here and in Guinea, as alſo all the Debts owing to the 


Com- 


[48+] 
Company, but be was not able to ſay what Debts were paid, and 
what not. He own'd there were 2 Debt in the L 
S contradted in the Reign of King Charles the Second, (till ftanding 3 
&« cut; and admitted that the ce for the fucceeding Years was 
„ corputed on the ſame Foot. He added, that in the Year 1698, 
the Company made an Order, that whoever paid in 12/. ſhould 
have a Share, and 70961. being thereupon paid into the Co A 
<« there were-by that Means 4758 new Shares added, that che rig. = 
nal Shares in the Company were but 62525, which together with - 
the new Shares make up the preſent Number 11010. ſo that if the A 
< 6252: be- computed at the fame Rate as theſe additional Shares, viz. 
& at 124. per Share, then the real Stock of the Company would be 
« 57,7871. 6d. leſs than what the Company ſay the Ballance of their 
« Books in that Year amounted to. 

«© 'THIS Manner of admitting the new Shares was confirmed to 
us by Mr. Pindar, the Deputy-Governor, and upon our making 
« the fOLCgoing Objection to him, he only replied, that though they 
had admitted the new: Shares at 12 J. each, yet they did not efteem 
their own Original Shares ſo low, which might make that Diffe- 
rence, though at the fame time he owned, that even then the N 
Shares were fold upon the Exchange from 101. to 11 J. each. | ? 


nr © OT” 
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FROM the foregoing annual Valuation of the N Stock, it 
appears, that in 1701, their Stock was valued at 210, 368 J. 195. 4d. 

and the next Year, 1702, with 641 50 l. paid in, it's valued but at 
199,165 J. 165. 34. which proves a Difference of about 750007. ſunk 

or loſt in one Year, between 1701 and 1702, by Bottomree-Boncdb, 

or otherwiſe. Then again in 1703, their Stock is 202, 1171. 105.28. 

and the next Year, in 1704, with the 74112. 105. od. paid in, the 

{ame Year it amounts to but 216,5441. 85. od. which thews about 
60,0001. ſunk that Year too, beſides F282. 155. od. divided in Mo- 

ney. Again, between 1704, and 1706, make three Dividends | 
in Money, amounting to 42, 121 J. 105. od. beſides near 30,000 ].other- © 
wiſe ſunk between that Time alſo. All which added together, make 
about 730001. more than paid in, in that time; but how equally di- 

ſtributed, their Members beſt know, which ought to ſilence their 
Clamour of being undone by maintaining Forts, Cc. In 1707, again, 
on one Hand they call in 36,6121. and at the fame time on the other 
Hand divide 13,725 J. 155. od. And there is no Doubt but the firſt 
5, os l. paid by new Purchaſers, was ed in the ſame Way; as 10 

| appears by comparing the Valuation of the Stock, 1698, and 169g. 1 

| which is eſtimated by 1500 and odd Pounds more the latter Y earthan *% 
| in the former, Hough the ſaid 57,0967, was paid in 1698. ns ro = 
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"IT-appears by the fame Accompt, that between 1699p, and 1701. 

o* they charge to the Accompt of maintaining Forts 30, oo per Au- 
mum, or thereabouts, thoſe Years as wellas afterwards, yet their Stock 
increaſes near 20,0007. in that Time, ſo that 'tis plain they never were 
ruined by-fupporting Forts. Nen eben 

IT appears alſo by the Company's Table of Export in the Report 
given in by themſelves, that their Export, for the Year 1706, amounted 
to but 13768], 115. and 89. both for Supply of Forts and Trade too 
but in the Column of Dividends it appears, they divided 17830 l. 125. 

6 d. the ſame Year in Money, {beſides Bottomtee-Dividends undiſco- 
vered, and beſides the Intere of Bonds that amount to at leaſt 20200 }, 

yrarty; and other Charges for Factors abroad, and Management at 

Home, which ſhews they muſt ſpend and divide that Year three times 

as much as was exported for Trade and Supply of Forts too; never- 

* rhetefs charge 3313757. 135. 1d. laid out on Forts that very Year, 

= which indeed is a maſterly Piece in Accompti gg. 

FROM the foregoing Extract it alſo appcats, that the Valuation 
of their Stock was founded as well on bad Debts, ſo old as King 
Charles's Time, as of other Articles, and brought down to this Time, 
1707. which ſtill remains Part of their Stock; what they are ſhalt be 

ſhewn by a Clauſe taken out of a Paper printed by themſelves, in 1698. 

entituled, The Caſe of the Royal N Company, in theſe Works dir. 

> No vor - 


Barbadoes, 37394 00 04 | © That by the geh Debt due to the Com- 
Nevis, N 946 08 0 © y 2015 the Enghſp Plantations, amount- 
Antego, 5234 12 08 | © ing to 1269807. 145. 8 4. the Particulars in 
Montſerat, 4945 19 oo | © the Margin, and by the Taxes which they 
Jamaica, 59999 08. 02 | © haye aid this Company from the Time of 
| — | their ict Eſtabliſhment to this Day, have not 
126980 14 08 | © divided for their Principal Stock, cmmumi but 
I © Apis, above 7 per Cent. e 


THEN adding to theſe bad Debts 390001. odd Money, the Value 
* of a rich Ship and Cargoe of the Company's loſt off of Chicheſter, 
many Years before 1698. which they were a long time fiſhing for, 
and included in their Account, as fore of them have told me, till a- 
bout a Year ſince, I fay, deducting thoſe Sums out of the 18991 3 7. 
5. 04. being the Value of their Stock when the wiſe Purchaſe was 
made of 4758 new Shares, at F70967. Which is included in that Va- 
luation, it manifeſtly appears they were very much worſe thannothi 
then, when thoſe new wiſe Partners were taken in, to add fo —— 
Money to ſo much nothing. 
IT appears alſo by the "= ng, that their Stock, conſiſting of all 
Sorts of Accounts in 1706, amounted, as they ſay, to 147941 J. 35.94. 
which being computed on the ſame Foot as in 1698, and the Valua- 


G tion 


——__ pur on cheir Forts, added thereto, their Ae: 


compt muſt 
Dr. | } & SEE © > 

To bad Debiz, moſtly? n By dead Stock]... I. | 5... 4 
due in K. Charles's 126980 14 08, of Forts, which 141450 00 00 
Time, chey value at 

To Bonds of _ 


- with Intereſt due to 
-. 1707. 
To Bonds 
in 1708. for 41. per 
Share, called Sl 44040 00 0 


342000 00. 00 By quick Stoc Z 
1 Anno 147941 165 q 1 
eren _ 
289391 03 o 5 

The Ballance, 349079 10 11 i 


11010 Shares, if 
70 None in. 


20000 oO o | ; 
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- Freight ofNegrocs, 
Debts for Goods 
Salaries to 7 
Sc. 

To . Nr Legs * 
ot Forts more than. l | r ol 
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3 will: appear on Examination, that this Computation is much in N 
their Favour, becauſe ſince 1706, their Stock is much diminiſhed by 
a vaſt due and grow! ' Intereſt on Bonds, which muſt amount to 

near 40,000. at leaſt, beſides divers Articles not warrantable in the | 
147, 94 T J. Credit for Quick-Stock; ſo that they mult be a great Sum 
worſe than nothing, in regard each Article of the Debtor- part of their 
Accounts is juſtifiable from ſeveral proper Vouchers herein mentioned, 
being as good Proof Ay on Nature of the Thing requires. Ky 

AND tf the -60000 id by ſeparate Traders were juſtly accounted © 

for, as it muſt be, a good Part ab rs Money muſt be refunded too z 
all which being Rahtly conſidered, twill un appear, their Calc 
8 ue l. * than before eſlümated. 
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— Quer-valuation of their Forts appears, by Extras 
be fore-mentioned Report in theſe Words. 


Sort of Monopoly, for 
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* 
Tur the faid Forts are a Protection to them againſt any In- 
ak ſults from the Negroes : But they owned they were not ca- 
< pable of reſiſting an Attack from an European Enemy, that ſhould 
&« come before them with Ships of War. They added, that, when they 
& bought the Forts of the Old Company, th 
* and go thouſand Pounds, and that one of the Forts, which the 
& bought of the King of Denmark, coſt them 40007. | 


cc 
cc- 


BUT it muſt be obſerved, that if the preſent African Company 
paid ſo much as the Sum of 400001. to their Bankrupt Predeceſſors 
(which wants Proof) *twas for the Patent alſo, whereby all others 
were excluded the Trade, and not for the Forts only, but for the 
Leaſe of this unjuſt Monopoly; and the Spaniards ſell the fame 

Bate that Value, every five Years, but 
our preſent African Company intend to make "their new Partners 
or Subſcribers pay 150000). for it: Altho' the Parliament ſhould 

rant it them for nothing; and as the ſame Cauſes have the ſame Ef- 
| if the fame Managers have the Direction, ina few Years it may 
coſt the New Partners the Whole of their Subſcriptions, which, if 
Full, will be juſt enough to pay the Company's Bonds, and one Man 
WY 77 upon to pay another Man's Debts. | un f1J 

THE dirty Work the New Partners are ſet on would make an 
honeſt Man bluſh to be concern'd in it, which is really for a Man of 
one Trade to join with another of a different Trade, in endeavouring 
to ruin his Brother Trader by excluding him from gaining his rate 


for the Support of his Family, in a Trade which he hath been invi 


to, and encouraged to enter into, ſince many Years, by Act of Parlias 
ment. | 

INDEED ſome have bought many of their Bonds at 40 per Cent. 
Diſcount, which poſſibly may be good, if other People's Money 
comes in to pay them; others may have bought Stock at between 4 
and Pounds per Share; which poſſibly may be jobbed up to 20/7. 
per Share. If a Monopoly can be obtained, even ſuch are not excu- 
fable in endeavouring their own Advantage at the Expence of another 
Man's Deſtruction; but for others not concerned, as above, to carry 


on this End, ſeems to deſervethe Reproach of all honeſt Men. 


IT may be asked, Who would truſt a Banker with Caſh, whoſe 


No es were diſcounted at eight Shillings in the Pound? Or, who- 


would join with a Partner who could not pay 1 2s. in the Pound to- 
his Creditors; having nothing to pay them with but an W E 
ate 


colt them between 40 
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oy Ee of Chica Caſttes in e valued b bor q 
EfanchaZy ey * he Tl SITES. 
INDEED, the new Subſet \ Het. to. the Sul 
88 Sea 1 (of if vo, oo. the Value ſet on the 
A to be t preſent, Managers to Joe) 
— — in Mind of a Perſon, . be Wing ol 
put a Guinea into the Baſon himſelf firſt, o ſhow: a 
Pls to others, which he wasfure — center in hisownPocket at b 
IT is viſible, that by the e xed to the Book of x - 
Sudſctiptions, that ſuch Money ſubſcribed will naturally; fall to. p 
the old Ro bang deſignedly entangled with the old h 
may be perceivable by any Man of the meaneſt Capacity; which ſeems _ 
to be the SReaſon why they tefuſe to give Copics thereof; : ay is ufual 
on ſuch Occaſions, = ought to be expoſed in Priat for Peoples Des” 
uſal in every Coftee-houſe. _ 
,” WOULD one conſider that both the Comp pany's quick and e 8 
Stocks, herein are included their Forts and are daily fold at 9 
per Share, and that much too dear too, which for 11010 Shares, © 
# makes bun oy 10s. od. Why ſhould. any Man in his Wits ſub- 
ſeribe to 5 1500007, for the Forts dag being but half che TOW 
r rroyyl. 10. % 0ũ . | 
1 to Africa are as much fog: A Comp: 


. nec eſſary vidom of ne yaa oy 5 
in pg ont yen as Though thought by » ; 


Br if the Company had any Remains of Juſtice, or Regard to 
the Intereſt of their Country, they would join with the /leparate 7 
Traders in getting the Government to take, the Forts under their 7 | 
Care (were they over-Chargeable to them as _ 

them to the Crown, as the Colonies in che I ft are, 
we might hope they would be well kept, rather than endeavour the 
Deſtruction of their Fellow- Traders and their Families, by ſtriving to 
exclude them from a Trade they have been ſo many Years in, 
and who have loft by this War more than the Co mpany have traded 
for ſince the Act, and at the fame Time have * that in their 
flouri times, as appear above, they never made more chan 7 per 
Cent. of t Money, Gommunibus annis, when they had Trade ex- © 
claſive. Which is but a N Encouragement * a ne Set of 
Men to join with the Com Rn in excluding their Fello Traders 
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be AED ETA, <4 Nie 1 
AND pe it Enated, &e. That from and after the 24th of June; 
A 1698. it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any of the Subjects” 
of his Majeſty's Realms of England, as well as the ood er ten to 
trade from England, or any of his Majeſty's Plantations, or Colonies 
in Amica, to the Coaſt of Afrira, ke. OI, 


Anno 10 & 11 Gulielmi III. Regis. Al iract of an At? th 
enlarge the Trade to Ruſſia. g Ku 


* 


WHEREAS King Philip and Queen Mary Yd incorporate the Ad- 
venturers to Ruſſia by Letters Patents, which were afterwards | 
confirmed by Act of Parliament in Queen Elizabeth's Time, prohi- 
biting all ſuch from Trading to Ruſſia, which were not Members of ß 
that Corporation, on Forfeiture of Ship and Goods. "Ow 
It is enacted, That after March 25, 1699. any Perſon may trade to 
Ruſſia, on paying Five Pounds for his Admiſſion into, and Fellow- 
ſhip of that Corporation, and trade as he pleaſes, any Statute or Qr- 
dinance notwithſtanding. LE x OB 


REASONS againſt an Excluſive Trade to Africa. 


Y an Excluſive Trade there would be but one Buyer of the mas 
ny Sorts of Woollen, and other Britiſh ManufaCtures, proper 
for Africa; but one Freighter of all the Ships imployed in the Trade 
outwards; but one Seller of Negroes to our Plantations ; but one 
Importer of Gold from Africa, and Silver from the Spaniards , but 
one Buyer, and but one Freighter, of almoſt all our Productions from 
America, and but one Seller of all thoſe Productions here again after 
their Arrival; on all which ſuch Buyer would put his own Prices, 
and conſequently become the ſole Director of this great Circle of 

Trade and Navigation, wherein are imploy'd near 1009 Sail of Shi 
and on which depends 4 or fo00,000 Perſons Livelihoods, of all Sorts, 
who mutt directly or indirectly be ſubject, to the Managers of this 
Company; and on this Company would depend the Riſe or Fall of 
our Plantations, the Ballance of Trade abroad, the Increaſe or De- 
creaſe of our Breed of Seamen, and Naval Architecture: So that the 
confining of this 'Trade to One Perſon or Monopoly, would, in its 
Conſequence, affect the very Well-being of Great-Britain in all its 
moſt tender Parts. | $2 n 
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EE. 2995 5 of Trade, as Emulation among Praders; and to that; 
| -* chiefly we owe our greateſt Diſcoveries and Improvements in Trade, 
| which cannot be in an Excluſive Company, who have no Rivals; 
And. as ſuch. Companies take no Apprentices, ſo the very Reaſon and 

. Cauſe of the Continuance and Improvement, of Trade by that Mean 
n caſe of Failure of ſuch ſingle Trade or Monopol - 


1 caſes to be 
O 
Nation, as in the Cale of the Greenland Trade above-mentioned. 
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